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Election
concerns
Voting for Board
of Governor and
Senate positions
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editor
The second election of the
year,
this time for student
representatives of the Senate
and Board of Governors, was
riddled with complications.
It follows the WLUSIJ elec-
tion that was damned with
delays due to miscommuni-
cation that culminated in a
long wait for results.
Due to an accumulation
of four fines, Shirley Manh,
senate candidate, was dis-
qualified. Her appeal for the
disqualification was accept-
ed and she was elected as a
student representative, but
she still must pay $35 in
fines. She has decided to
take her fine appeals to the
Judicial Affairs Council.
While Manh's initial
appeal was being' consid-
ered, the release of the
Senate results were delayed
until Monday afternoon.
On top of the difficulties
over Manh's disqualifica-
tion, students at Laurier's
satellite Brantford Campus
were not given the opportu-
nity to vote.
"We had volunteers lined
up who backed out at the
last minute and no one was
able to take their places,"
says Jill Promoli, Chief
Returning Officer. Although
the election is for student
representatives on WLU's
administrative bodies, the
job is delegated to the volun-
teers who run WLUSU elec-
tions.
"We can only use this as a
learning' experience," says
Dan Herman, President and
CEO of WLUSU.
Manh was shocked to
find out she was disquali-
fied.
"I was totally blown
away," she says.
She says that without her
knowing, a friend put up
posters and
banners that
another friend had made.
This went against policy
since only the candidate or
the agent is allowed to put
up the posters.
The posters supporting
Manh also violated specific
poster guidelines. They were
placed in stairwells, and
spray adliesives and banners
were used, all of which go
against election policy.
But Manh is angry
because all of this happened
without her knowing. I did-
n't even want any posters,"
she says. She says the pro-
motional basis of her cam-
paign relied on the use of
pamphlets and table toppers.
I can't be held account-
able for those not involved in
the electoral process, states
Manh. "I understand policy
but please don't punish me."
She also feels that the
decision to accept her appeal
for disqualification but not
the appeal for fines was
"incongruent."
When questioned about,
this discrepancy the only
thing Lisa Miller, Chair of
the Elections and Referenda
Committee said was, "She
had different appeals. Some
of them were approved and
some of them were not."
Based on the logic of the
fines placed on Manh, any-
one could make posters to
get candidates disqualified.
Both Manh and Jason
Shim, a re-elected student
senator, believe the problems
lie in policy that is quite
ambiguous and vague.
"When I'm on the Senate
it'll be a good opportunity to
change a lot of things for the
better," says Manh.
"I plan on overhauling
the policies next year," says
Shim.
Shim says there are sev-
eral discrepancies in the pol-
icy. For instance, the poster
policy differs in some
respects by what is identi-
fied in the policy and what is
acceptable by the Dean of
Students' office.
BOG and Senate
Results
Senate
Andrew Pike
Board of Governors
Grant Bodnaryk
Lyndsey Jones
Shirley Manh
Fraser McCracken
Jason Shim
Diana Spadafora
Manh's appeal was accepted
and she was elected as a
student representative
Pilate steals into the Turret
* Matt Benassi
Toronto band, Pilate, played to a soldout Turret crowd last night "Stole into your hideout", the
band's hit single from their debut album Caught By the Window was among the songs played.
Residence fees up
Laurier proposes student housing fee
increases above core inflation for the
upcoming school year
JENNIFER ASSELIN
News Editor
A proposed increase in resi-
dence fees will see costs for
next year's first year stu-
dents rise by an average of
4%, which works out to an
additional average of
$159.22 per student.
Although this may seem
like a reasonable increase as
core inflation is set at 2.2%
and residence fees do go up
each year, it is the additional
percentage increase of some
residence style rooms that
may worry students.
The highest increase pro-
posed is to the dormitory
style double room set tip
which for 2003-2004 cost
$3,438 but with a 9.74%
increase for 2004-2005
could go up to $3,773 - a
$335 increase.
"We looked at the compe-
tition and all the universities
went up significantly," said
Mike Belanger, Director of
Residential Services for
Laurier. "We're under price
in comparison to other
rooms at other Universities."
Belanger compared an
average increase of approxi-
mately 4.17% at McMaster
and a 5% increase at Brock.
"We looked at the
competition and all
the universities
went up
significantly."
-Mike Belanger, Director of
Residential Services for
Laurier
The increase in costs is to
offset Residential Services'
financial debt incurred from
the past year's construction
of King St. Residence and
the $1 million dollars spent
on furnishing the abun-
dance of non-traditional res-
idence spaces the University
had to find in order to house
the overenrolled double
cohort students.
"Financially, we're in a
deep, deep hole but we'll dig
ourselves out within a few
years," said Belanger. "It's
not the students' fault."
"Because residence is los-
ing money with the financ-
ing- of King St. Residence,
we could have stayed with
the inflationary increase but
a larger gradual increase
seemed more reasonable,"
explained Dr. Rosehart,
president of WLU. "Once we
get through this adjustment
period here, we should be
fine."
The numbers that are
being presented to incoming
students for residence are
the current fees although
there is a subtext explaining
that fees are likely to
increase.
Laurier is currently
ranked as highest in resi-
dence fees for double apart-
ment rooms and single dor-
mitory rooms. They are sec-
ond in single apartment
rooms and sixth in double
dormitory rooms. If the pro-
posed fees go through.
Laurier will still be the high-
est in double apartment
rooms and single dormitory
rooms and will move down
to third in single apartment
style rooms and move up to
fourth highest in double
dormitory style rooms.
The increase in fees still
must be passed through
Student Services Advisory
Council (SSAC), senior
administration and the
Board of Governors.
News
WLUSP question
pushed back
Student Publications' referenda
question to take place next year
MICHAEL MILLARD
BluPrint Editor-in-Chief
WLU Student Publications'
run of administrative bad
luck continues. The corpora-
tion's financial statements,
which are published and
passed in a student referen-
dum each year, have not been
passed, due to a technicality.
Late processing of the
statements by auditors forced
WLUSP administration to
push back the date of the ref-
erendum to give them
approval.
"■[Auditors] Collins
Barrow promised the state-
ments by the first week of
February, but it seemed like
they were doing all the work
at the last minute, judging' by
the amount of correspon-
dence during- the month,"
commented Tunde Igli.
WLUSP's Vice President
Finance and Administration.
Normally, the referendum
question is included on the
ballot during- WLUSP elec-
tions. which were held last
month. However, because the
final statements were not
available in time, the ques-
tion was included on the bal-
lot for the election of the
Senate, which traditionally
yields a lower voter turnout!
The statements will
be legitimized next
year on a new
ballot. Igli calls it
an "unfortunate
inconvenience".
The problem lies in the
fact that, in order to legally
achieve quorum-the mini-
mum number of votes to
make the statements valid-
WLUSP requires the input of
at least 10% of its members.
the student body. Since the
senate election was so poorly
attended, less than half of the
total votes required were col-
lected, Technically, this is in
violation of the Corporations
Act. and in theory could
result in the dissolution of
Student Publication.
However, given the cir-
cumstances and the nature of
the corporation, with its
inherent duties to the student
body and not-for-profit opera-
tion, the consequences are
not dire. The statements will
be legitimized next year on a
new ballot. Igli calls it an
"unfortunate inconvenience,"
It is simply another frustra-
tion for WLUSP, another
embarrassment that was ulti-
mately out of their hands.
Already, Publications and
The Cord are being forced to
vacate their current location
to make room for expansion
by the Students' Union. Now,
the organization's financial
statements must be re-
approved, since by ail
accounts the auditors hired
to process them dragged
their feet.
Heinbecker speaks
Former Canadian Ambassador to the
United Nations discusses War on Iraq
JEFFREY HAWKINS
Staff Writer
"You can't solve terrorism
unilaterally." Multinational
cooperation is the best way to
defeat a threat that is not
confined by borders. Thisi
was the message of Paul
Heiiibeeker's - Wednesday
night lecture in the Senate
and Board Chamber Room.
Heinbecker, inaugural
Director of the Laurier
Centre for Global Relations,
Governance and Policy and
former Canadian ambassador
to the UN, began his lecture
recapping- how he entered the
world of foreign affairs. As a
Laurier student (then
Waterloo Luthern). his years
were highlighted by being
the star quarterback, among-
other numerous athletic
titles.
Heinbecker's lecture, "UN
in the 21st Century: Why An
'Old Dog' Has to Learn New
Tricks." focused on the
adverse changes facing the
UN in contemporary geopoli-
tics. It also included personal
opinions as to the future of
the UN, why Canada has
become a second (soon to be
third) class citizen at the UN.
and a discussion on why the
war on Iraq occurred.
However. Heinbecker admit-
ted that "it is no clearer today
than it was a year ago what
Washington's purposes were
in invading Iraq."
The lecture was set in
motion a week earlier with
his Globe and Mail article
that essentially featured all
that was covered on
Wednesday night.
Among- the more interest-
ing highlights of the evening
was Heinbecker's admission
that the "UN's behaviour has
been quite disgraceful" at
times, in places such as
Sudan, Rwanda and Bosnia.
Accompanying' these revolu-
tionary comments were his
remarks about the
Canada/US relationship in
post-Iraq War. According* to
him, the US and Canada are
getting* along quite splendid-
ly with little disruption
between the two. Aside from
media hype we really haven't
been affected. "There is no
sign that the US/Canada rela-
tionship is bad or getting'
worse."
"There is no sign
that the US/Canada
relationship is bad
or getting worse."
-Paul Heinbecker, former
Ambassador to the UN
In closing- his lecture,
Heinbecker took a few
poignant questions from the
audience, namely one asking
what he considered the main
reason for the US war on
Iraq. Heinbecker responded
by initially stating that the
purpose is still unclear, but
then gave way to his person-
al opinion where he saw the
war on Iraq as a cause of "a
diplomatic perfect storm," All
of" the elements of a political
war were in place and the
minds were set for war,
Heinbecker is also a senior
research fellow with the
Centre for International
Governance Innovation and
will soon be teaching selected
political science classes.
www.wlu.ca
Paul Heinbecker pontificated to a crowd in the Senate and Board
Chambers last Wednesday. The former UN Ambassador is now a
professor for Laurier in the Political Science department.
News Bites
Student health plan
Part-time students will be
able to take advantage of
Wilfrid Laurier's student
health plan starting this
September. The students will
pay a fee of $111 as com-
pared to the $84.41 full-time
student's pay.
Although the coverage
that is being offered is the
same for both groups, the
difference in the amount
being' paid, as WLUSU Vice
President: HumanResources
Sarah Carroll explained, is
because the Union will have
to track the kinds of cover-
age that will be needed,
"Because of the different set
of users," said Carroll "we
won't know what the needs
and what the claims will be
like."
Part-time students will
have to opt out of the plan
just like full-time students.
The Students
4
Union has
wanted to implement the
part-time students into the
coverage for the past two
years, ever since ' the stu-
dents actually became a part
of the WLUSU Corporation
in a referenda question in
2002-2003.
"We're really excited to be
able to offer it to all students
of the corporation." said
Carroll, who happens to be a
part-time student herself
this year. "I think it's going
to be a really great thing this
year."
Jennifer Asselin
Insurance company chosen
The Wilfrid Laurier
Students' Union has chosen
a new insurance carrier.
Rose, Horn and Stevenson
and it will see the cost of
insurance rise from $14,500
to $96,971.
The Union had to change
carriers because of the cur-
rent carrier, CURIE'S, deci-
sion to drop all University
coverage from its plans as
they saw students as being*
an increased risk.
The plan covers commer-
cial, communication, alco-
hol. and director and officer
liability.
Rose, Horn and
Stevenson will pick up the
coverage on April 1 when
CURIE's extension ends
March 31.
J.A.
Silver Spur assault
A fight broke out at the
Silver Spur on Sunday
resulting in one man being-
sent to the hospital and
another being charged with
assault.
Police responded at
2:22am to a dispute outside
the bar where two men were
fighting.
One man injured his head
on the sidewalk during the
altercation while the other
was charged with assault
causing bodily harm.
Ananthan Sundaresa
Sympatico Service Help
Students returning home for
the summer will no longer
need to cancel their DSL
service only to re-subscribe
four months later.
Sympatico is introducing*
a service for customers
using Basic, High-Speed or
Ultra Internet that allows
them to revise their service
to dialup for free over the
summer months.
They can move back to
high speed once again in
September. Interested stu-
dents should call 310-SURF
for more information,
AS.
Ecstacy kills Kitchener girl
A 19-year-old Kitchener
woman died on March 21st
after consuming ecstacy at a
Toronto after-hours club.
According to the Toronto
Star the young woman,
Tiffany Mahoney, was visit-
ing the city with a group of
friends when she consumed
the drug, . *
She began to feel ill and
was transported by her
friends to a hotel in
Georgetown. She later
passed out and was trans-
ported by ambulance to
Georgetown Hospital where
she died.
Mahoney attended St.
Mary's High School in
Kitchener and was planning
to enroll in college in the
fall.
AS.
Laurier professor is NDP
candidate
Dr. Richard Walsh-Bowers,
WLU Psychology professor,
has decided to yet again run
for the upcoming- election
for the Kitchener-Centre rid-
ing as an NDP candidate.
Walsh-Bowers ran in the
1999 and 2003 provincial
elections for the Waterloo-
Wellington riding- and in the
2000 Federal election for the
Kitchener-Waterloo riding.
When, asked why he is
running- as an NDP candi-
date, he responded: "because
of the deplorable state of
Canada, perpetrated by the
Liberal government."
Walsh-Bowers considers
his professorship to be an
asset to his campaign, since
"you need to be able to com-
municate clearly - for both
professions."
Concluding- the interview.
Walsh-Bowers stressed the
importance of knowing the
parties' platforms and vot-
ing*: "those are the two most
important things for stu-
dents to do during- elections."
Jeffrey Hawkins
Funding cuts to women's
centre
Effective March 31st, the
Liberal government of
British Columbia has discon-
tinued the 1.7 million dollars
it spends annually to sup-
port the province's women's
centres. The women's centres
offer(ed) access to transition
houses, rape relief, crisis
counselling, health services,
and space for women's
organizations to meet.
According to the BG
Coalition of Women's
Centres, the move "marks
the end of an era of equality,
protection and advancement
for BC women." The group
notes that under Premier
Gordon Campbell, "the BC
Liberals have been working
to silence not only Women's
Centres but women in gener-
al."
In an article on rabble.ca,
Gina Whitfield suggests that
this move is part of an
"attack on women's rights,"
noting that the closing of
hospitals, reduced education
hours, and cutting of child-
care spaces exemplify the
government's neo-liberal
agenda.
David Alexander
2 Wednesday March 31.20fu
On the Plus Side Forecast: are gonna clear up...
Bag O' Crime
THEFT UNDER $5000 FRI
MAR 19/04 - SAT MAR 20/04
Person(s) unknown stole a
license plate from a PP&P
van at 81 Lodge. Whoever
was responsible had also
attempted to remove plates
from other vans without suc-
cess.
MISCHIEF 0105 HRS SUN
MAR 21/04
A male WLU student was
observed overturning' and
throwing- chairs in the
Dining- Hall after being evict-
ed from the Turret due to his
level of intoxication. The
matter will be forwarded to
the Judicial Affairs Council.
ASSIST POLICE 0040 HRS
WED MAR 24/04
Regional Police turned over
to Security two students who
were apprehended by them
after shoplifting' $380.00
worth of items from a Zehr's
store. The matter is being
sent to the Judicial Affairs
Council.
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 2200
HRS TUE MAR 23/04
A WLU student reported that
she felt she was followed
from her class to her vehicle
by a male who she recog-
nized from one of her class-
es. When she got into her ear
the individual left. The mat-
ter is under investigation
and information passed on to
Regional Police.
THEFT UNDER $5000 MON
FER 02/04 - TUE MAR 23/04
A professor reported that
someone had been making
long' distance calls from his
office phone. The matter is
under investigation.
UNAUTHORIZED SOLICIT-
ING 1615 HRS THU MAR
25/04
An officer responded to the
Science Building after receiv-
ing a report of an individual
asking people for money. The
individual was located and
claimed that he was asking'
for donations for a "Multiple
Sclerosis Charity Walk" . He
was advised of the
University's policy regarding
unauthorized soliciting and
left the campus without inci-
dent.
POSSESSION STOLEN PROP-
ERTY 0200 HRS FRI MAR
26/04
Two WLU students were
observed carrying a sign at
the corner of Albert & Ezra
St belonging' to a local Tim
Morton's outlet. The matter
will be forwarded to the
Judicial Affairs Council.
THEFT UNDER $5000 0200
HRS FRI MAR 27/04
A WLU student reported that
someone had stolen the hub-
caps from his vehicle while it
was parked in lot 31 at the
rear of St Michael's.
TRESPASS 0130 HRS SAT
MAR 27/04
A WLU student was escorted
from Wilfs after he refused
to leave when requested by
staff.
MISCHIEF THU MAR 25/04-
FRI MAR 26/04
Person(s) unknown painted
graffiti on a University sign
at 202 Regina.
NOISE COMPLAINT 2230
HRS FRI MAR 26/04
Officers responded to a noisy
party at Laurier Place. The
matter is being dealt with by
residence staff.
POSSESSION STOLEN PROP-
ERTY 0310 HRS SAT MAR
27/04
A WLU student was observed
carrying- part of a sign from
a local establishment. He was
walking through lot 3 at the
time. The matter will be for-
warded to the Judicial
Affairs Council.
INDECENT ACT 0235 HRS
SUN MAR 28/04
Officers and Regional Police
responded to an address on
University Ave. after receiv-
ing a report of a male expos-
ing himself to passers by.
The individual was identified
as a WLU student. His rea-
son for performing this act
was that he had lost a hock-
ey bet earlier in the evening.
He was dealt with by
Regional Police and the mat-
ter will be forwarded to the
Judicial Affairs Council.
Trip to Africa should
boost AIDS awareness
FRASER KING
Staff Writer
Three students from Laurier
Brantford are heading to
Africa to bring attention to
the plight of Africa caused by
the AIDS pandemic. The stu-
dents will be doing this on a
summertime trip to
Botswana.
In addition to bringing
supplies to the people of
Botswana, the students also
intend to make a documen-
tary that they want to show
in Brantford classrooms on
their return.
Nick Murphy, one of the
organizers, said that "it is not
enough to just send aid. we
must educate ourselves and
raise awareness in • the
[Brantfordj community."
The trip, known as Project
Empathy, was developed by
students Murphy, Lindsey
Byl, Stephanie Lemelin, and
Laurier Professor Peter
Farrugia, The project was
inspired by a speech by
Stephen Lewis, the former
NDP leader turned United
Nations Special Envoy for
HIV/AIDS in Africa.
In addition to a $3000
grant from WLUSU, which
Murphy notes as "the largest
grant that WLUSU has ever
given" and the proceeds from
other small events the project
needs to raise $23,000 to
cover the costs of the trip. A
gala dinner is planned as a
major fundraiser.
"It is not enough to
just send aid."
- Nick Murphy, African Trip
Student Organizer
Murphy noted that help-
ing- AIDS in Africa is not as
difficult as it seems, "if every-
one is aware and helping, the
problem is not very big at
all."
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Opinion
First year comes in
last place at Laurier
Deregulation, hiked residence fees, no
liquor, intense competition: what incoming
first-year students will have to endure
Caitlin
Howlett
Production
Manager
The days of looking' forward to
first year are long gone.
More than four years ago, the
excitement, of attending universi-
ty was overwhelming- for me
because there was so much to
look forward to. When I received
my offer of admission with a
healthy-sized entrance scholar-
ship, I was even more excited,
although I think my parents were
the ones jumping for joy. Now.
with the reductions to the schol-
arship grid, only students with
averages greater than 85% can
raise a glass of milk in celebra-
tion.
The graduating class of 2008
was welcomed with open arms; in
the right hand sat deregulation
topped with a red bow while an
unfinished residence wrapped in
caution tape teetered in the left.
The class of 2009 should have
well established residences, but
they will have the added bonus of
higher residential fees and a
scholarship grid reduction. Yes,
these cuts may appear
in
areas
where there is an over-abundance
of applicants, but the fact
remains that it just isn't going to
get easier for students applying
to universities in Ontario.
If I was a first year student all
over again and I had to contend
with the aforementioned issues.
I'd be pretty pissed. But then
again. I'd be 17 going on 18. still
trying to find someone who had
identification I could use for the
bar.
While prospective students
will continue to weep on their
keyboards as they apply online,
the sad reality is that the univer-
sity experience is continually
becoming more and more elitist
and accessibility is a major con-
cern. Financial aid or not, the
opportunity many of us had with
little or no thought is becoming a
burning question for high school
students considering post-sec-
ondary education.
The biggest dilemma in the
months prior to my first year was
whether or not I was going to get
into Laurier Place, and conse-
quently, how would I survive if I
were placed in Conrad.
Students now have much more
dire issues to consider, and plan-
ning their finances before deter-
mining their future career path is
a greater issue than which resi-
dence they'll inhabit. Students
must now consider the proposed
increase in residential fees this
year. The cost per student for res-
idence is estimated to increase by
almost $160 and if a student hap-
pens to get into a double room,
the cost could increase to as
much as $335. Certainly not
pocket change, and it could mean
the difference between Laurier
and another university. After all,
our double apartment and single
dormitory rooms are the highest
priced residence rooms in the
province.
As the age drops for prospec-
tive students from a mix of 18
and 19 year olds, to a mix of 17
and 18 year olds, first year stu-
dents are going- to have another
unique social freshman experi-
ence.
Granted, the issue of under-
age first year students has been
dealt with, but this year students
had to contend with one or two of
their peers being left behind as
they went for a night out to a
local bar or pub. Next year, the
majority of students will have to
find alternative options for
Waterloo or Brantt'ord nightlife,
options that do not require a
license or passport to get past the
bouncer. Good luck, my friends,
you're going to need it.
So what can prospective stu-
dents look forward to? A dry ori-
entation week, "alternative pro-
gramming," less money despite
theirbest efforts to achieve 100%,
increased residence costs and my
personal favourite, deregulated
tuition.
If I was entering first year, I
think I'd be looking' toward per-
fecting a trade, because this is
one experience my bank account
and my social life could live with-
out.
Letters to The Cord
Apples and oranges
letters@wlusp .com
As part- of a sequence of respons-
es to Bryn Boyce's "The Boy Who
Cried Anti-Semitism" {The Cord
Weekly, March 10, 2004), Junaid
Mizra expressed his opinion in a
letter to The Cord titled, ''Over-
zealous Zionists." In his
response, he stated that, "Today's
Zionism to the Palestinians is
what Nazism was to the Jews." In
my opinion, this statement is one
of ignorance and insensitivity.
Although I acknowledge that the
Palestinians feel that many of
their own people are. being- killed
because of Zionism, a comparison
between this and Nazism is utter-
ly ridiculous. The Nazis mur-
deredalmost six million Jews for
the sole reason that they were
Jewish. The Holocaust was not a
battle for land, for peace or for
independence; it was an act of
racism.
Zionism, on the other hand, is
a Jewish movement to establish a
Jewish homeland in Israel. It is
not meant to wipe out the
Palestinians, and it is not meant
to prevent the Palestinians from
being" able to live freely.
Palestinians have the right to
live in the State of Israel under
Jewish rule. In the holocaust
however, Jews did not have the
right to live freely. Jews were
very willing" to live under the
rule of various European states;
however, they were forcefully
gathered and placed in concen-
tration and death camps, where
they were later burned to death.
This is not nearly the case in
Israel, where there is an ongoing-
struggle for land, independence
and peace. Therefore, one should
be careful when comparing
Zionism to the Nazi Regime that
was responsible for six million
Jewish deaths. That number is
almost equivalent to Israel's total
population today
Jay Benaim
Ist
year BBA
This is touching
I wanted to commend the
"Laurier Students For Literacy"
group for hosting such wonder-
ful Saturday morning reading'
events. My family has taken
advantage of the reading pro-
grain and our children (ages 5
and 3) look forward to the social
interaction and theme of the
week.
As a parent in the community,
I think the program is invaluable
in fostering a greater love of
reading. Laurier Students are to
be commended for dedicating*
their time and energy to children
in the community!
Catherine Fife
Trustee, WRDSB
Waterloo-Wilmot
Passionate about Mel's
movie
Brad Skelton's panning' of Mel
Gibson's blockbuster film "The
Passion of the Christ" {"The
Passion as pornography?" The
Cord Weekly, Mar, 24, 2004) has
motivated me to briefly comment
on. his review, Skelton's is a bold,
black and white review, using- the
ideas of a Toronto Star writer to
liken the film to pornography.
Since I have seen the film
twice, it is difficult for me to
accept Skelton's claim that
Gibson isolates the crucifixion
from the life of Christ and his
teachings. First, Jesus taught
that he must die and instructed
his disciples about Ms departure.
The flash-backs Gibson uses
throughout the film touch upon
central moments in Christ's life
and witness brilliantly to Jesus'
humanity and his teachings of
love, forgiveness, justice, recon-
ciliation and hope.
I beg to differ with Brad
regarding the "money shot" that
disturbs him the most. The blood
and water that poured from
Jesus' side is just like the narra-
tive says, Gibson didn't need any
"outside" help for this. John
19:34 states, "Instead, one of the
soldiers pierced his side with a
spear axid at once blood and
water came out."
The Resurrection was the cli-
max to the Passion. The movie
ends with the gripping truth
that Jesus is alive! Creation
rocks and rattles a bit and Jesus
leaves the grave with the print of
the spike in his hand. Mel
Gibson, heart in the right place,
honest to the historicity of his
faith, who loves Jesus and lias
reverence "for our Lord and
Saviour" did what he set out to
do: film the Passion; not the life
of Christ, nor the Ressurection,
but certainly the context of the
Resurrection. The film, Gibson
says, is not an historical docu-
mentary but a meditation or a
prayer, a human work of art.
Gibson knows in faith that with-
out the Resurrection, Jesus' pas-
sion would be reduced to the level
of the millions of people who
have died in painful agony some-
times physically more brutal
than the blood-letting of Jesus.
Gibson believes that it is for these
millions and more that Jesus suf-
fered and died and rose again.
That's his point.
Because of the comments 1
have made above, I believe that
Gibsons film cannot in any sense
be compared to pornography and
Continued on page 6
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If yon read all oi these little blurbs, congratulations, you get a lollipop! Unfortunately, you smell.
Shifty's
Top10
fauourite shiny
things
10. Rings.
8. Clocks.
6. knives.
4. Caroline Rhea.
2. Cats' eyes.
9. Shoes.
7. Locks.
5. Guns.
3. Barbie.
T. Fish.
Sixth-place ribbon
Is it better to come in first in one
thing, or produce a mediocre showing
in as many areas as possible?
Thomas
Thompson
Special Projects
Editor
Sixth place! That was the best
I could do. I tried, I trained
for months and this was the
best that I could do.
In grade twelve, for rea-
sons long forgotten now, I
joined the wrestling' team at
my high school. I was at a
severe disadvantage starting
as a senior. For one thing* I
was competing" against other
wrestlers who had been
involved in the sport for
years, while I was a novice. I
only placed once, of all the
tournaments that I went to
I wasn't ashamed of
myself but in a sense it was
hard not feeling- that I had to
live up to the legacies that
had been created by other
members of my family. My
sister had placed second in
OFSAA the year before; she
was also one of those people
who had a wall full of ribbons
and trophies. Some of my
cousins have followed suit
since that time. When I grew
up 1 heard what a great ath-
lete and scholar my father
had been.
I always felt that I should
try to live up to these stan-
dards, but I never did. To be
honest, I enjoyed reading
books and living' a quiet life.
For some reason I felt as
though I had let myself
down, that I didn't live up to
some great potential that was
inside of me. In some ways, I
still feel this way today. You
are probably wondering why
I took this path down remi-
niscence lane. "Why are you
writing this?" you might ask.
I know that I am not alone.
That was the best I
could do.
The one fundamental flaw
that I have observed in
myself and in a lot of people
arou nd me is that it is hard to
be content and to accept
yourself for who you are. 1
am not attacking" self-
improvement or striving to
be the best but rather accept-
ing the limitations of your
abilities and desire. This is
not self-defeatism but reality.
Each person has a set of tal-
ents, strengths and weak-
nesses, virtues
and flaws,
among other things and
interest. It is great to be
diversified, and personally I
respect a lot of well-rounded
people, but at the same time
consideration should also be
given to those who are
focused on a few things in
life. I also admire lost souls
like myself who are still
striving to make their mark
on the world.
Perhaps this wisdom is
like the blind leading the
blind, just like when some
unemployed middle age
drunk tells you all the advice
that he or she has for you on
life. Advice is, after all, the
worst form of reminiscence.
There is some truth to what I
say.
The only person who is
going to make you happy is
you. The only person's expec-
tations that you have to meet
are your own. You can
strive
for eternity, you can devote
yourself to being the best,
and you can do whatever you
want but beyond this micro-
cosm, like the other micro-
cosms of your life, the pond
only gets bigger the further
on that you go. Unless you
run off into the boonies.
Many of the people I know
here are about to move on to
different places and new
experiences, or have already.
With my sincerest hope,
maybe they will move on to
bigger and better things in
life as well. The only impor-
tant thing to remember is
that in the grand scheme of
life it is not our* family,
friends of professors who are
our judges. The only judge,
the only master of your life,
is you. When a time of
reck-
oning comes you will only be
accountable to yourself and
no one else. Perhaps the only
thing that will matter is not
that you were
the best, but if
you
did the best for yourself.
I speak from experience
because I have often felt as
though I have failed the peo-
ple around me, but the truth
is that I failed myself first
and foremost or rather per-
ceived that I had failed
myself without just cause.
The rising sun will always
bring- a new day. Make the
most of it: each and every day
brings new experiences to
your life.
You are in the here
and now: make the most of
each moment.
"Things that I hate"
McCullough wraps up his rage with
some self-reflection on fatigue,
procrastination, and risque business
Sven
McCullough
What were
you thinking?
I've been informed that this
week, being- the last week of
classes, also marks the last
issue of The Cord for this
semester, which means the
end of my column.., whatever
it was. Well that's good news
for me. Mo more weekly dead-
lines. No more frustration
from writer's block. No more
asking my friends and family
for ideas every single week-
end, hours before old man
Sereda wants my column. It's
the end, finally. Eleven arti-
cles, two letters to the editor
in regards to my column
[three as of this week -SJSJ
and one really horrible pic-
ture of myself later. I'm
returning to my computer to
pump out the last installment
in tills series. What was it
about? Hell, I don't have a
clue. I guess it was things
that I hate, that all sensible
people should also be intoler-
ant of, But if I was writing
about things I hate, I don't
know why I had such a hard
time with ideas, because I
hate everything'!
Even though this is ray
last article, and I should, be
used to writing* these by now,
I'm still having problems
writing this. I've been at this
article off-and-on all evening,
but I keep getting distracted
by television and other use-
less tasks ("The Simpsons"
sucked tonight. What did I
tell you?) Basically, I'm doing
anything but actually stay-
ing on the task of writing.
I've been stapling a piece of
paper for a long time. Staples
are cheap so I'm going to
waste them. I've also been
playing my guitar. I've even
watched the lights on my
modem that's been trying to
connect to the Internet
unsuccessfully for most of
today. I'm bored as hell and
I'm getting tired, but I should
finish this before I go to bed,
I'm a master of procrastinat-
ing. I was going to write an
article about how I procrasti-
nate with everything I do, but
I. never got around to it yet.
I'm doing
anything but
writing. I've been
stapling a piece of
paper for a long
time.
Writmg for The Cord has
helped. mt y get things
done on time, Well it's helped
me get my column done on
time, hut everything' else I do
has still been late. I've proba-
bly met more deadlines in my
one semester of writing than
I have all year at university
and throughout my entire
high school career. After this
column I still have a history
paper to write by Friday so
I'm not out of the woods yet.
It won't be late though,
because you can't get any
later than the last day of
class. That's too bad, but 111
try something revolutionary
and get it done on time.
I've had fun writing- my
articles. Well, writing' them
wasn't fun, but having them
printed was. Bringing extra
work upon myself" goes
against everything* I stand
for, but all the hassle was
made worthwhile by pissing
off the two people who
defended Habitat for
Humanity and pit bulls. If I
can say I offended someone
my work here is done.
I am so damn tired.
There were some ideas I
had that I never got around
to writing about. I was going
to suggest there be a
"Special" Idol in which only
the most "special" people
would compete. Probably bet-
ter I didn't write that one.
I'm still wondering why I
decided to get a column in
here. It's work, which 1 usu-
ally steer clear from, and not
many strangers have said
anything about it. If people
recognize me from my pic-
ture, as bad as it is, and they
like iiiy column, as bad as it
is, they should tell me. And if
they hate it and think I'm
intolerant then they should
tell me that. Or if they think
I'm losing it.and that my
article has no structure and
isn't going anywhere then I'd
like to hear that too. Come to
think of it, where is this arti-
cle going?
What was I thinking?
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that such gratuitous analy-
sis "borders on dishonesty to
a brave, fragile, imperfect
human work of art-
Graham E. Morley
Chaplain
Sputnik a worker's
satellite
As the first WLUSP
Brantford Manager, I'd like
to make a few comments in
regards to Jess Hypma's let-
ter to The Cord entitled "Get
to Work." Her perceptions of
the way things ought to be
now and the way things were
when she was the editor-in-
chief are extremely convolut-
ed to uie. First. I'd like to say
that I am great friends with
Nick Murphy, though this is
not merely a rebuttal to stick
up for him. as my friend,
Instead, I will support him as
my colleague whom I have
seen work extremely hard in
the past to secure a stable
place for The Sputnik to grow
on the Laurier Brantford
campus.
The Sputnik staff worked
very hard to establish it as a
"real" newspaper, by actually
printing it on newsprint and
formatting it in a proper
desktop publishing program
in order to help students
learn the process of printing
a newspaper and not just the
journalism side of it.
Additionally, the process
involved in creating a viable
operating agreement with
then-WLUSPPresident David
Field and current WLUSP
President Laura Jardine
were not effortless or non-
chalant. As the saying goes.,
"Rome was not built in a
day,"and neither was The
Cord. So why is it The Sputnik
should not be held to that
saying well?
It seems to me that the
biggest problem this campus
has is not so much the lack
of communication. The
"Letters to The Cord" section
acted as a year long battle-
ground for Brantford stu-
dents to point fingers at each
other instead of stepping up
to the plate themselves and
just getting involved. I will
be the first to admit that 1
have failed in this position.
However, I believe Ms.
Ryprna knows very well that
students at this campus are
not jumping through hoops
trying to get involved. Since
I have held this position, I
have received e-mails or eon-
tacts from students involved
in the paper wishing to push
this paper forward once or
twice. Yon want communica-
tion...let your voice be heard:
The Sputnik will be hiring an
EIC and Manager for next
year.
Stephanie Lemelin
WLUSP Brantford Manager
Telemartyrdom
My letter is in response to
the article entitled
"Telemarketing- Terror" by
Sven MeCullough (The Cord
Weekly, Mar. 24, 3004). First,
I would like to know if Mr,
MeCullough did his research
for this article. Did you. know
that telemarketing 1 is not ille-
gal in the USA as you. stated
in your article? The United
States government has put in
place a National 'Do Not Call'
List where a telemarketing
firm can not contact anyone
on this list unless they have
a previous business relation-
ship, a charity, or for a polit-
ical party. If your name is
not on this list, anyone who
wants to sell you something
can. I am not here to change
your opinion on telemarket-
ing, because honestly, every-
one is very close-minded on
the subject, I did work at a.
telemarketing firm for four
months last summer and it
really opened my eyes to the
entire system. I would like to
point out a few truths about
telemarketing' and how to
deal with telemarketers
properly rather than fucking'
around with them.
Never hang- up on a tele-
marketer! Listen to them and
see if the product they are
trying to sell you is some-
thing that yon could benefit
from.
If you do not want to be
bothered by any more tele-
marketers, ask them politely
to be added to the 'Do Hot
Call' iist. Or ask for their
supervisor on the floor and
they will complete the
process for you.
If you say "no," the tele-
marketer will continue to sell
yon the product: this is then*
job and they will get fired if
they don't!
Do not pretend that they
called the wrong number.
You will still be called back.
The more rude you are to
a telemarketer, the more like-
ly you will be called back -
just to piss you off! There
has to be some fun part to the
job and, honestly, pissing
rude and angry people off is
fun.
Remember, telemarketers
are people too. Most of the
workers need that job to live
and take care of their family.
Would it kill you to be a little
bit nicer?
Taylor Vanderwey
Off-campus insecurity
First year is almost over. I
am looking forward to living-
out of residence and in a
home next year. 1 am excited
about this new living'
arrangement,, bat I am fac-
ing the future with another
emotion: fear. My new home
is on the corner of Hazel and
Hickory, otherwise known as
Rapist Lane". The continued
sexual assaults of students
by a seemingly unstoppable
rapist makes my heart beat
faster when I think of the
walk home from nighttime
classes.
The feeling" of fear brings
about another emotion:
anger. In a university town,
student safety should clearly
be a top priority, yet last Fall
women were assaulted, and
the attacker is never caught.
The school does a good job of
ensuring on-campus safety
but what about the large stu-
dent population living' off
campus? I lived off-campus
this year too, in University
Place Residence, so I am well
aware of the lack of off-cam-
pus safety. We do not have
access to the emergency
poles that are on campus,
campus security cars are
rarely seen off-campus, and
we lack the high-traffic on-
campus.
An effort needs to be
made to protect us off-cam-
pus students.Waterloo is a
university town: WLU, XJ of
Wand the community at
large should implement
means of protecting stu-
dents. Of course, police are
always seen at big parties,
but where are they when the
sex offender comes around?
Apparently nowhere to be
found since he still has not
been caught. How can the
university claim to provide a
safe learning- environinent,
when continually women are
attacked in the same area?
There should be undercover
police waiting- in the area
around Hazel and Hickory
during the Fall, as well as
emergency poles available
off-campus in areas with a
high concentration of" stu-
dent housing.
Vanessa Romanino
Go veg or go home
1 am extremely upset with,
the feature title, "Go veg* or
go home" (The Cord Weekly,
March 24, 2004), Brad
MacKinnon, the author of
the article, did not write this
title, and I believe it misrep-
resents the intent of the arti-
cle entirely. LSETA agreed to
do the vegetarian feature at
the suggestion of a fellow
student. We thought it would
be a good way to provide
information about why and
how to be vegetarian, for
those students who might be
considering- it.
This was supposed to foe
an unbiased account of vege-
tarianism, however the title
for the article made it sound
like LSETA discriminates
against non~ vegetarians. We
have put a great dealof effort
into expressing our open-
i)ess as a club, and we want
to appeal to anyone who is
interested in AMY animal
Issues, not just vegetarian-
ism, LSETA does not discrim-
inate against anyone, let
alone based on what they eat.
This is not the first time
The Cord ha:.s misrepresented
our group's views, A few
weeks ago you titled an arti-
cle we wrote, '"Testing is
Wrong", even though that
was not our position at all, 1
don't believe that these titles
accurately reflect the content
of the article, the opinion of
the authors or the club itself.
I'm asking you to put more
consideration into article
titles (take it as advice for
next year) because I don't
think you realize the impact
your thoughtlessness can
cause!
Nicole Barker
Soon-to-Be LSETA President
(2004-2005)
Poster pinchers
This is a message to the
poster bandits who are rip-
ping down posters every-
where: stop! I know this is
happening with more than
one group, but I happen to
Know of 2 specific instances:
Amnesty International WLU
has had posters taken down,
and so has LSETA.For exam-
ple. LSETA had 20 posters np
one Friday, and the following
Friday only 5 remained. Why
are you ripping everyone's
posters down? These posters
are stamped and follow all
the rules, and are still taken
down well before the
stamped date. This means
that someone out there is
purposely taking posters off
the walls.
People put a lot of effort
into their posters, and in
some cases they put a lot of
money into them too! It's
really upsetting and frus-
trating to think that they
would be ripped down so
quickly. I don't see how any-
one could possibly be offend-
ed by the intent of some of
these posters, such as trying-
to raise money to help endan-
gered animals.
Maybe you think colour
posters are pretty, so yon
take them for yourself. Well,
next time please wait until
the day after the stamped
date, because otherwise clubs
lose all the benefits of having*
posters up, I don't care what
your reasons are; I don't
think any of it. is justified.
It's a blatant disrespect for
fellow students.
So next time, think before
yon rip!
Sonal Pala
The boot hurts everyone
universally
It's been five years since I
graduated from Laurier and
I really shouldn't care that
my beloved student rag. The
Cord, is getting booted out of
the Students' Union build-
ing.
However, I'm mortified and
embarrassed that a short-
sighted decision like this has
been made. Students like
myself come and go, and it's
Laurier's many institutions -
- the football team, WLUSU.
the Turret. The Cord - that
make it truly great.
For decades, The Cord has
served as a mini-journalism
school for this country's
future writers. graphic
designers and flacks. It's
current horns isn't just con-
venient, it's essential.
Essential because a newspa-
per should always be close to
an organization's politicians
- big or small. Essential
because it is accessible, wel-
coming' and large enough for
the students it serves.
I implore Dr. Robert
Rosehart and Laurier's dean
of students to get involved
and help make sure that ter-
rible plan, which should have
never been signed in the first
place, isn't realized. A legion
of Cordies ~~ past, present and
future — are counting- on
you.
Katherine Harding
Reporter - Globe & Mail
Former Cord EIC — 97/98
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Looking for a place to stay for the weekend?!?
Single rooms at King Street Residence: $20/night (no tax)
Contact: Rich Kawamoto
Phone: 884-071 □ x2771
Email: hotel@wlu.ca
Markhamites
isolated?
War, AIDS,
capitalism:
Alexander wants
to wake us up
David
Alexander
Idealist at
work
My Mom lives in Markham. I
think of Markham as a big
hotel for people who devote
their lives to their jobs. You
get there late, park your car,
order room service (cook or
reheat a dinner someone else
made), watch some TV, then
go to bed. Maybe this is a sub-
urban thing*, or maybe it's an
individualist thing. It seems
like a lot of people live for
weekends and vacations.
In our culture, we consid-
er prosperity in monetary
terms, rather than in social
terms. Words like 'profit,'
'deficit.' 'growth' and •pros-
perity' are very strongly
associated with their mone-
tary connotations. I've never
seen money express emotion-
al satisfaction, so I find it
hard to prosper. In fact,
I
believe money to be largely
metaphorical. There are dif-
ferent ways to look at things.
The distance
between people
(literally and
metaphorically)
greatly contributes
to social problems
such as depression.
When I think of prosperi-
ty, I think of people. I think
about my own life, and
I won-
der about the disparities
between the "haves" and the
"have-nots" in the global
community. Did you think I
was going* to say economy?
Strangely, some economists
actually consider social and
environmental impact when
assessing the "costs" of goods
and services. From this per-
spective, it would follow that
taxes on goods and services
that have negative long-term
effects couldbe used to make
this kind of spending less
attractive. Revenue of this
kind can be used to offset
these social costs.
Another cultural problem
I ha ve noticed is that we are
also sort of ignorant. As an
indirect consequence of our
lifestyles, many people are
exploited. I believe it is our
physical distance from those
who suffer the conditions of
sweatshops, poverty and dis-
ease that facilitate the injus-
tices that we unconsciously
perpetuate.
In order to begin to solve
these problems, we must
awaken people to the reality
of these tragedies. When I
heard Stephen Lewis give an
account of the tragic effects
AIDS has on children in
Africa, I was deeply moved. It
is one thing- to know the sta-
tistical effect AIDS has on the
people of Africa, but to hear it
related in human terms
helped me to better under-
stand the social effects AIDS
is having on those affected.
War is also mystified by
the language used when it is
discussed. Many have argued
that a "Culture of Fear" is
promoted by Americanized
media. We are exposed to
information that highlights
possible threats. We are led to
believe that violence is a
viable solution to both inter-
personal and international
conflict.
Again, if we imagine the
reality of war in human
terms we will be better able to
assess the moral implications
of violence, even when it is
used to achieve what might
be seen as a positive goal
(Freedom?), Humane lan-
guage can help us to imagine
this reality. Terms like "col-
lateral damage" are deeply
misleading; they distract us
from the human reality of sit-
uations. This term not only
dehumanizes, it also implies
that this "damage" can be
"repaired" and that it is indi-
rectly or subordinately relat-
ed to some greater purpose
(Freedom?). In human terms,
war is not a logical solution
to most problems.
While in Markham, I
found that I was detached
from most of the other people
who lived there. I believe that
the distance between people
(physically and metaphori-
cally) contributes greatly to
social problems such as
depression and loneliness. A
more communal existence at
university has caused me to
feel happier and more con-
nected to others.
Interpersonal distance
reduces our ability to
empathize with others. A
global culture with that is
incapable of empathy will
never achieve global prosper-
ity.
Go tell the king
Wilbur
McLean
Editor-in-
Chief
The sky lias fallen.
The 2008/2004 school
year may go down as the
year Laurier felt a rain from
the skies never before seen.
At times, it seemed as
though this past year was
endured, more than experi-
enced.
Laurier encountered one
of the most significant and
eventful years in its 93-year
history and, unfortunately
enough, many of those
events affected the University
in a negative fashion.
Tuition deregulation
arrived, elections were
botched, the double cohort
arrived to an over-enrolled
school and women found
themselves targeted by a sex-
ual predator in the area.
Even positive events were
flanked by negatives.
WLUSU's Shinerama vol-
unteers set a record by rais-
ing' $180,000 for charity?
Well, dozens of WLUSU vol-
unteers were assaulted at
Pikecoming, the annual pop-
ular keg* party.
YEAR IN REVIEW:
The Cord examines the 2003-
2004 year at Laurier
see insert
Laurier's football team
returned to its late 90's form
on the football field, making
their way to the Ontario
championships? Well, three
of its most significant play-
ers are now mired in the
legal .system, charged with
violent crimes that found
them suspended from the
University and created a pre-
viously unseen backlash at
Laurier's football players,,
who are viewed as symbols of
the school.
In 2003-2004, everything
that could go wrong did.
Apparently Dr. Bob
Rosehart switched his break-
fast cereal from Lucky
Charms to Death 'n
Destruction, the new morn-
ing treat from Kellogg
The fact that there three
fires alone on WLXJ property,
one resulting in a (non-WLU)
death should indicate the
truth about this past year:
Chicken Little finally got
something right.
The sky has fallen. Come
with ine to tell the king.
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RESTAURANT
® i ENJOY A NEW SPECIAL EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK!
AfWKMF 2 for 1 Burger Deal all day
a*
fWMtAY •> Half Price Appetizers all day
I'fSvMmXt Special Wacky Menu & Theme Night
fMMSBMf Coyote Ugly Night
our Original Pub Night with a twist.
19+ &DJ after 9 pm, Tons
of prizes to be won.
Come see the girls dance on the barl
ffMBMf Fiesta Fridays
a great way to kick off the Weekend!
JMMMf Caesar Sundays
check out the HOTTEST pATIO IN WATERLOO!
* Ask about our PASTY $POUSORSHIP PROGRAM.
160 University Ave.West (at Phillip) 886-6490
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Student Life
The beginning of an era
The first year experience begins with
O-Week and ends in personal growth
MICHELLE PINCHEV
Staff Writer
With the weather finally
turning around these days, it
isn't too hard to remember
September. While in many
ways it feels like O-week was
just yesterday, most first-
years would agree that high
school is now a distant mem-
ory.
As cliche as it may sound,
first year was a rollercoaster
ride; there were crazy sur-
prises, ups and downs. Much
of it was a disorienting- blur,
and yes, there was a bit of
throwing- up. Eight months
later, as the ride begins to
slow down, a slight sense of
relief is felt for having' con-
quered this monstrosity but
it is an experience worth
repeating.
The year started off with
O-week, a heartfelt attempt
at the hands of dedicated
WLXJSU volunteers to ease
first-years into the universi-
ty experience and help to
make friends. The week was
packed with inventive activi-
ties. surprises and useful
information. At times the
information and events were
a little over-the-top.
"O-Week was a bit of a let
down." says Krista
Francescut. a history and
global studies major. "The
evening events were fun but
the day events reminded me
of elementary school."
Some information was
very repetitive and down-
right annoying. It is
assumed that by this age
everyone has learned about
condoms and how to make
friends on their own.
Nonetheless, the party in the
Quad, Matthew Good's per-
formance and Laurier s own
edition of "The Price is
Right," among' many others
were all worthwhile events.
One piece of advice to future
first-years: don't eat the O-
Week food.
As time went on, school
came completely out of
nowhere. One momentyou're
scoffing- at all the warnings
you've been given from older
students and things seem
easy. Then suddenly, the
work is piling up and. you
find yourself crossing King
St. slowly in hopes of getting
run over by a truck and scor-
ing a deferral.
When winter came, many
were glad they chose Laurier.
Anyone who went to Western
or York seemed downright
stupid while imagining
walking twenty minutes
across campus through a
blizzard. Conversely, anyone
who went down south
seemed like a genius.
As cliche as it may
sound, first year
was a rollercoaster
ride; there were
crazy surprises, ups
and downs.
Through it all. It was the
experiences faced and the
people encountered that
maintained the sanity. Many
people, like kinesiology stu-
dent Mike Thome, went, all
out this year and got
involved with as much as
possible, from Resident
Athletic Council to Relay for
Life,
"I think coming- in as a
first year student, anyone
can be kind of intimidated,"
Mike explains. "By getting
involved you meet some
great people and get to par-
ticipate in some interesting-
leadership opportunities."
Mike describes the year as
"the most amazing, challeng-
ing-, fulfilling and memorable
experience" he's ever had. A
lot of us can relate.
Some first years took a
slightly different route this
year and took advantage of
the freedom, the bars and the
parties all year round.
Krista, like many other first-
years, explored campus clubs
such as the Waterbuffaloes
and says "they are amazing
with the events they plan and
the charities they donate t0...
it was a great club to be part
of."
Most people agree that the
highlight of the year was
meeting so many awesome
people every single day, and
going to a school small
enough to see them all the
time.
Upon arrival to universi-
ty, so many people warn of
the difficulty of school and
how much the normalcy of
home and old friends would
be missed. Although these
sentiments are usually taken
to heart, all the warmth of
this place outweighs the
hardships. Needless to say, if
this year was any kind of
indication of what can be
expected in the future, the
next few years are going to
be a blast.
www.clublaurier.ca
Much has changed since the first days Laurier students spent on
campus, thrown headfirst into uncertainty and frosh week antics.
Life in the middle years
Second years have found their niche
but remain in perpetual indecision
ERIKA IVANIC
Student Life Editor
For students currently reach-
ing- the culmination of their
second, year, two is the magi-
cal number. Almost two years
of university have passed by,
while two more loom in the
approaching* future. This is
the middle of the journey, the
eye of the storm or "the space
between" according- to Dave
Matthews.
Second year is a time for
students to reflect oil how
much they have changed
since leaving' hig'h school,
while concurrently envision-
ing' what awaits them before
their university years draw
to a close. It is a midway
point between two extremes
and a period of great uncer-
tainty where many questions
arise. Are yon in the right
program? And if not, is it too
late to change? Is university
the right place to be? What
grade point average is good
enough? What courses are
necessary for graduate
school? Are you reaching* the
potential dreamed about
upon entering* university or
has the mediocre life con-
sumed you?
For students presently in
their second year, this is the
place where they have eased
into university life and found
their niche at Laurier but
also the place where it
becomes difficult to consider
what lies beyond this institu-
tion of higher education.
While many feel there is yet a
long- way to go, graduation
isn't as distant as it may-
appear.
As a first year student, it
was extremely challenging- to
picture what could lie beyond
the security of university.
Life revolved around settling-
in, meeting- new people and
making- friends, essays,
exams, partying-, .housing
options for the next year,
summer plans and so forth.
In second year, although
reality is beginning- to sink
in, it is not much easier to
contemplate the possibility of
graduation amidst the com-
fort offered at this halfway
point
Although it is essential to
be prepared and weigh vari-
ous options for the future, it
is even more critical to enjoy
this period of life without
rushing- through it, Life did-
n't halt at the moment of
high school graduation and
it won't stop with a universi-
ty degree, neither will it stop
for marriage, a family or the
onset of grandchildren.
Through the realization that
every day is as important as
the next, there is no reason to
regret the past or fear the
coming- of tomorrow.
In second year, there is
time for students to really
enjoy their university experi-
ence without taking- it for
granted or wishing they were
finished with school forever.
Classes are increasingly chal-
lenging- and various commit-
ments may pay their toll but
there remains so much free-
dom to truly live and discov-
er what makes one tick.
Second year students need to
relish the uncertainty of this
period in life along with the
infinite amount of choices
available in the world.
If the past two years have
not been spent in a desirable
manner, it is not too late for
change. Just because a stu-
dent drank too much in their
first or second year, failed a
class, procrastinated or was-
n't involved in the school or
surrounding- community in
the
way they always wanted,
two more years remain in
which one can make a differ-
ence. The roles that students
create for themselves at
Laurier are not static and it
is only self-defeating' when
they are perceived as such.
This is the middle
of the journey, the
eye of the storm or
"the space
between"
according to Dave
Matthews.
The second year of univer-
sity is the middle stage
between the beginning and
the end of a significant peri-
od in life. It is a simultaneous
vision of the past and the
future, comparable to a mid-
dle child who is often over-
looked between the youngest
and the oldest.
The second year student
has a solid foundation
upon
which to build the remainder
of university; roots have been
set and branches have the
potential to extend in any
possible direction. Just keep
in mind the wise words of
Ralph Waldo Emerson, "what
lies behind us and what lies
before us are small matters
compared to what lies within
us."
Contributed Photo
Being a second year student is comparable to the soft creamy cen-
tre of an Oreo cookie that balances out the hard crunchy edges.
Say
what?
With another term
ending, where do
you stand?
"From academic, to relation-
ships, to residence, this
new world" still continues
to challenge me each and
every day here at Laurier. I
strongly believe that being
in first year, it is essential
that you are able to build a
foundationfor yourself here
at Laurier,"
-Julia Graffi
First year Honours
Business Administration
"First year is all about
learning to take your lec-
tures with a grain of salt;
close your eyes, open your
mouth and swallow.
Getting- involved is essen-
tial, You will discover your
best drinking buddies.
Most importantly, if nap-
ping- were a class, you know
you would receive an A+."
-Leah Stacey
First year Honours History
"Still have no career plans...
still love to party... still
want to travel... still think
the world is messed up...
still hate ignorance... still
looking for 10ve... still
behind on bills... still love to
laugh... So I guess not
much has changed!"
-Tom Hyland
Second year Political
Science/ History
"Sometimes I just go
through the motions. There
are other times when I hon-
estly have to ask myself,
what should I do next? Most
of the time I really don't
know the answer,"
-Paul Molinaro
Second year Business
"At this point I definitely
see more school in my
future but I'm looking- for-
ward to focusing- on my last
year here and then travel-
ling- and maybe working
abroad for a year. I still can't
believe it's almost over."
- Megan Daniels
Third year Archaelogy
"I know it may sound like
a
bit of a cliche but you don't
really know what you have
until it's gone. I'm proud of
everything that I have
accomplished at Laurier but
I don't really think I've
understood how gratifying
this experience has been,
untilnow."
-lan McLeod
Fourth Year Honours
Economics and Business
Administration
"I feel like Laurier is kick-
ing me out just because I am
in fourth year and I am
definitely not ready to enter
into the real world yet."
- Ayanna Dick
Fourth year Business
"It's weird, a lot of us don't-
know what's going to hap-
pen in the next few months.
I mean, we're gone from
such a close community
where we've made all these
close friends into God
knows what the world has
in store for us. I guess that's
half the fun."
-Sterling Lee
Fourth year English
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Enlightenment nearing the end
Fourth years leave the safety net of school
behind and are thrust into the 'real world'
JARED KOLB
Cord Student Life
Another semester lias nearly
concluded. However, for
many people who possess a
OneCard beginning- with, the
numbers '00' this semester
signals their last. For them,
four years at Wilfrid Laurier
University have come and
nearly ended.
What has a career at
Laurier offered? Some stu-
dents have worked at the
Turret, been a member of
Foot Patrol, partied at
Louie's, had more than one
dismission that has changed
their lives, had a positive
impact on others through
their actions, failed, ate one
too many pitas, been frustrat-
ed at an exercise bike, been
happy with a 'B,' fell in love,
induced sickness, called the
people they lived with their
family or called home just to
say 'hi.
Most fourth year students
have grown through many of
these phenomena throughout
their years at Laurier,
Nevertheless, these memories
do not provide guidance into
the questions that encroach
upon the graduating- stu-
dent's mind.
So many questions are
conjured up when pondering*
the post-Laurier years. What
has been accomplished so
far? Is summer but a gateway
to the real world? What is the
real world anyway? For
many this is the first time in
life that uncertainty has
become the most persistent
commodity traded between
themselves and fellow peers.
After walking across the
big stage, shaking hands
with the appropriate mem-
rA, A
bers of faculty and accepting
a degree, what is next? Well,
as many graduates would
agree, it's time
to get a job.
Many of these graduates
would also warm to thoughts
of houses, cars, marriage and
2.2 children. However, there
is also a large portion of the
fourth year population that
is in no rush to figure out
their futures. A great num-
ber of graduates are com-
pletely content with living'
their lives for the moment
and cherishing* the potential
of their next great adventure.
Some have come to terms
with the ending and some
iiave not.
However, the fact remains
that convocation is but
months away for the fourth
year student. Clearly, the
soon-to-be graduate is pre-
sented with many a dilemma.
Places like WLU project
images of higher learning,
personal growth, community
and critical thought, which
invariably become connota-
tive thoughts conjured up
when thinking about the
institution. In fourth or in
first year, students should be
encouraged to investigate
whether these notions corre-
spond to experience. How
often is the chance afforded
to think critically within
your studies; more to the
point, do you even want to
think critically about your
academics when the bar
awaits later that night?
A few graduating stu-
dents have discussed how
unsatisfied they are with
their post-secondary experi-
ence. They envisioned a stu-
dent population that struck a
balance between learning
about themselves, the world
around them and nights of
euphoric intoxication. They
lament that these dreams
never materialized en masse
as most Laurier students are
only willing" to form commu-
nity if booze is involved.
Rather than deconstruct
their circumstances, many
Laurier students are satisfied
with following herded lines.
Nevertheless, the end is
nigh for scores of fourth year
students. Like life itself,
graduating students are
diverse in their opinions
about the future. Get a job.
Go travel. Make some cash.
Be free. Get married. Regret
the past. Cherish the memo-
ries. Life goes on.
No one can tell you how to
live your life. Whichever path
is chosen, make sure it's the
one you
desire, And if it does-
n't work out, don't be afraid
to change. To paraphrase
John Lennon, we all "get by
with a little help from our
friends." 00 s, you are salut-
ed.
Contributed Photo
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Happy happy
summertime joy
Money coupled with good times
equals four months of seasonal bliss
LAUREN THOMPSON
Student Life Editor
The four months of vacation
that come at the end of every
school year are a happy wel-
come to the monotony of the
daily life at school. Between
September and April, school
is that annoying tick that
attaches itself to the human
body causing- the pain of
guilt.
This g'uilt is a product of
the bottomless pit of home-
work handed out by the
friendly dictators that must
continuously be weighed
against the prospects of par-
tying-, an opportunity cost.
This stems from the power
inherent in the position of
professors to assign as little
or as much homework as
desired, depending- on indi-
vidual discretion and prefer-
ences, which ultimately
determines the terms of a
student's daily life.
For most, summer
is a time used to
augment the
deficiency in
monetary funds
through summer
employment.
After eight months of
gruelling' drudgery, summer
is a happy welcome. The
onslaught of summer pro-
vides limitless possibilities. It
is a time to sit back and rem-
inisce about the past school
year with old friends
and
new drinking- buddies. Of
course summer is not just
fun and games.
For most, summer is a
time used to augment the
deficiency in monetary funds
through summer employ-
ment. Sure this may interfere
with the longing for relax-
ation after a hectic term but
the fun times aided by these
funds makes the time worth-
while. An increase in
finances allows student life
to feel less like living in
poverty.
The weather has already
turned for the better, a true
blessing' after the harsh
January conditions that were
cursed upon Southern
Ontario residents. Just as the
weather has brought a wel-
come change, so too will the
freedom months for those
lucky enough not to endure
the pain that is summer
school.
Another school year is
gone and another summer
is
faced. No matter what is
being explored, be it employ-
ment, travel or ass-sitting
with a carton of Ben and
Jerry's, the stress and pres-
sures of school are put on
hold at least temporarily and
the pleasurable aspects of
life, free from guilt, can
finally be enjoyed once again.
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He Said / She Said
Some time apart makes the heart grow fonder
Dear He Said/She
Said,
I met this really great
guy about two months
ago and everything is
going well in our rela-
tionship. He's every-
thing I've been looking
for in a boyfriend and
every time we're
together I know the two
of us were meant for
each other. However,
the problem is during
the summer I live in
Windsor with my family
and he lives in Owen
Sound with his. We're
in the same province
but I don't know if I can
handle the five-hour
drive to see him on a
regular basis. Do you
have any advice?
- Spaced Out Lover
He SaW..,
DAN ROTH
I definitely think that you
should try your best to
maintain a relationship with
your boyfriend. This small
challenge will be a true test
of your relationship. If you
feel so strongly about him
the four months you're
apart are worth the long-
drives and intense MSN con-
versations.
I suggest the two of you
keep busy. If the two of you
both have jobs over the sum-
mer, you won't be dwelling
on the fact that you're not
physically with each other.
Plus anything' interesting
you do over the summer will
give you something to talk
about.
With instant messaging-
things aren't so bad. The two
of you can talk every day for
free and keep each other
informed as to what's going
on in your lives. With a web
cam. you can even send pic-
tures or small video mes-
sages to each other. Tasteful
ones of course.
The time spent apart may
actually help the relation-
ship in the long run. If you
realize what it's like without
him around all the time, I'm
sure you'll appreciate any
time you get with him even
more.
As for the drive, I'm sure
you have local friends who
wouldn't mind providing an
extra room on the occasion-
al weekend so that you can
split the distance and each
drive back here to Waterloo.
The summer will fly by and
before you know it you'll be
back in school and around
each other all the time.
Shi Sail...
LAURIE VANDENHOFF
Five hours and four months
would create a gap and prob-
lems in any relationship.
What you have to ask
yourself is whether it is
worth it, I think a little space
will help you decide whether
this relationship is going- to
last once you both return to
common, ground. Problems
with a long distance rela-
tionship will not only threat-
en your couple status but
also your summer. Since the
two of you haven't been
together that long-, maybe it
wouldn't be a bad idea to put
things on hold.
Summers at home are
supposed to he spent with
family and friends, not miss-
ing and worrying- about
some boy 250 km away. A
space like that will only add
unnecessary stress and per-
haps heartache if he turns
out to be the wrong guy for
you.
This is not to say that you
should cut off all contact
with him but be clear about
what you are expecting. The
whole point of this arrange-
ment is freedom, although it
shouldn't be considered a
chance to explore countless
other relationships either.
However, these are issues
you should discuss with him
so that you don't run into
confusion and even con-
frontation later.
A lot can change in four
months and being' tied down
might make things harder.
Surviving a long dxstance
relationship as friends will
be hard enough, if you can
make it through that, then
at least you know there
might be a shot for your
future.
Cthulu Commands, a Crossword!
By: F. King
Across:
I. Large piece of worked stone
5. A slaughter
11. Country of western Africa
12. Do this to get a job
13 gard, LOTR locale
14. A flood
17. Being crazy
22. Softer, actress
24 D etergent Wayn e [fro m
Wayne's World] endorses
26. Rif- from Rocky Honor
27. 100 years in Latin, abb rev,
28. A kill in Doom
30. Mid-day snooze
32. Poe's The Raven female
34. Oval basket
36. Pavarotti's voice [3 words]
37. Knowest not, by Chaucer
39. A good condition
42. Oatmeal ingredient
46. Nights, in slang writing
47. USA space agency
48. Goes on your finger and
what dirt comes in [2 words]
49. On the side of your head
Down:
1. Sexual infections abb rev.
2 Angeles
3. the A of A/S/L
4. the El of BDSM
5 cow disease
6. Gorilla subtype
7. To break open
8. Promiscuous person
9. Cast member of 1968's Separation
10 Happily [2 words]
15. Power source in Beast Wars
17. Said when unheard [3 words]
18. Not applicable abb rev
19. '99 Movie about Salt-Lake City Punks
20 of the above
21 Roadside motel
23 Mew-World continent abbrev.
25 Guitar part
28 -uras, type of food
29. Sea-floor creature
31. Argentina abbrev.
33. Korean MMORPG game abbrev.
35. Present tense of 'gone'
36. TV advertised technical institute abbrev.
38. Done on ice
40. Snaky fish
41. Japanese robot club abbrev.
43 Ro ads ide service agency a bbrev.
44. Maker of DriD before WOC, abbrev.
45. British special services abbrev.
Crossword Answers
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GOT A PROBLEM?
Hesaid/Shesaid will be
happy to offer their
advice. Email
questions to:
hesaidshesaid@wlusp.com
ROXXANNE'S
/ / ADULT ENTERTAINMENT
.2 ji
...where it's all about talent!
MONDAY AMATEUR STRIP NIGHT
Prize $1 000 CASH!
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
WET T-SHIRT CONTEST
$875 IN CASH PRIZES
LADIES NEVER PAY A COVER
KING STREET NORTH WATERLOO AT NORTHFIELD
Tel: 886-7565
■ Complete 30-Hour Seminars
rSI. Teacher Training < nurses
" Tesc-T.king Scrmgie.
• 60-Hour Prosran,
* Profeaiorul Irmnrcrion
_
_
,
.
■ Comprehensive Study Materials
■ Classroom Management Techniques
- Detailed Lesson Manning
* Simulated Practice Exams
■ Comprehensive Teaching Materials
* ree **e|>eat *
>°"cy
■ Internationally Recognized Certificate
" Persona, Tutorl" 8 Availab,e
■ Job Guarantee Included
* Thousands of Satisfied Students
■ Thousands of Satisfied Students OxfOfd Seitllll3rS
Oxford Seminars 1 -800-269-6719
1 -800-269-6719 / 41 6-924-3240 416-924-3240
\
W.O.C.H.
(Waterloo Off Campus Housing)
Now Renting!
May and Sept occupancy
8-month leases available
747-7276
www.rentwoch.com
Accomodations for over 400 students
*Quality summer sublets also available
\ r
Horoscope
Week of March 31- April 6
Happy Birthday
Aries
Any event or celebration is
going' to increase the friend-
ship between you and your
friends. Everyone will be
happy to take you out for
your birthday especially
since school is almost done
and most people want a break
from studying-.
W ''1U g 8 sM %,
March 21 - April 19
Don't stress yourself out
regarding* work or school.
Everything- will get done in
time. You will have to organ-
ize all of your tasks and com-
plete each one individually.
Don't multitask right now.
Reward yourself with an
occasional break.
Luckiest day: April 3.
Taurus
April 20 - May 20
If you are starting something
new, make sure that you do
some background research
first so you don'tend up look-
ing foolish. People around
you may think that you are a
little naive for trying some-
thing out of the ordinary.
Luckiest day: April 5.
Gemini
May 21 - June 21
Your ability to adapt to
change is going to be handy
over the next while as people
and situations around you
are going to be changing at a
rapid rate. Doing something
creative will help get your
mind off of what is going on
around you.
Luckiest day: April 3.
Cancer
June 22 - July 22
Don't feel discouraged if
everyone around seems too
busy to notice you. Nobody
has a problem with you; it's
just that people you're in con-
tact with are busy right now.
Take this opportunity to
focus on what you really
want for yourself.
Luckiest day: April 5.
Leo
July 23 - August 22
You are on the correct path
right now. Stay focused on
what you want to achieve for
yourself and everything will
work out for the best. Don't
get distracted in other peo-
ple's problems, unless they
directly affect you.
Luckiest day: March 31.
Virgo
August 23 - September 23
Acting out in a way that is
unusual to your personality
will seem especially foolish to
those around you. If you
want to try something' differ-
ent investigate new situa-
tions but don't completely
change yourself as a person.
Luckiest day: April 3.
Libra
September 24 - October 22
i_ .
Starting a new creative proj- ;
ect will be beneficial to you. j
You need to do something ]
that will take your mind off ;
of everything that is going 1
on around you. If you've been ;
putting off doing something ;
for yourself now wouldbe the <
best time to start.
Luckiest day: April 2.
Scorpio
October 23-November 21
_i
Financial matters are going to ]
get tighter than they already 1
are so don't spend money on ]
anything unless it is com- j
pletely necessary. Things are •
going to get better but you 3
need to get through this 1
sticky period first. «
Luckiest day: April 3.
Sagittarius
November 22 ■ December 2 i '
.
Someone will be giving' you a
gift, either something* materi-
al or in the form of advice.
Everyone around wants to see
you succeed and if you ask
for help you will definitely
receive it. Don't get discour-
aged if tilings don't go your
way.
Luckiest day: April 2.
Capricorn
December 22 • January 19
If you are looking- for a new
ob or career your chances are
pretty good of getting one if
you apply in the next few
weeks. Be sure to take the
advice of the people around
you, they may be more knowl-
edgeable than you think.
Luckiest day: April 1.
Aquarius
January 20 - February 1 9
In
your attempt to get every-
thing done, don't turn your
back on the smaller issues
going on in your life. They
are just as important as the
larger projects. When dealing
with a problem look at past
situations for help resolving
it.
Luckiest day: April 2.
Pisces
February 20 - March 20
You're going to have to make
a decision this week regard-
ing friends. You'll have to fol-
low your instincts and go
with what you feel is best.
Other people's opinion doesn't
matter right now, you have to
look at what you want.
Luckiest day: April 2.
Daniel Roth is ci
Journalism graduate
of Cones toga College
and is currently a
Qommunicatiorl
Studies student at
Wilfrid Laurier. lie has
studied. Astrology and
other topics of, mat
genre for alniost ten
years.
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Feature
LSPIRGSURVEY
The
Democracy
President
responds to
survey
WLUSU President Dan Herman gives
his view on the survey findings
CRAIG RADCLIFFE
Features Editor
The LSPIRG State of
Democracy survey raises
some interesting- questions
about student representation
at Laurier. In order to gauge
how close WLUSU's own pri-
orities have been to those of
the student body, The Cord
Weekly asked WLUSU
President Dan Herman about
what WLUSU has done this
year in regards to what stu-
dents see as the most impor-
tant issues.
According' to the survey.
46.9% of students see "acces-
sibility for all students
regardless of socioeconomic
background" as "very impor-
tant" to them. Herman
believes that WLUSU has
taken initiative in this
regard and ensured that
deregulation will have the
least impact possible on stu-
dents.
He commented that the
VP: University Affairs
Meighan Doherty has.
through the Ontario
Undergraduate Students'
Alliance (OUSA), pushed for
more financial aid from the
provincial government.
WLUSU has also diverted
$100,000 from the Student
Life Levy into bursaries and
scholarships, which has been
matched dollar for dollar by
the Ontario Student
Opportunity Trust Fund
(OSOTF) for a total of
$200,000 being invested in
these programs.
It became apparent
that the WLU
administration had
already made up its
mind on
deregulation.
As for the issue of deregu-
lation itself, Herman said
that that students had their
"hands tied" on the situation
and that it became apparent
early in negotiations that the
WLU administration had
already made up their mind
on the issue. He notes that
instead of fighting- the
administration on the issue
of deregulation, which would
have yielded nothing*,
WLXJSU has concentrated on
lobbying the McGuinty gov-
ernment for more funding'
for the university in order to
alleviate the financial burden
that originally spurred the
move towards deregulation.
More than half of the sur-
vey respondents thought
that student representation
was "very important" to
them.
Herman believes that
WLUSU has been strong in
this area, citing their respon-
siveness to student opinion
through creating Union
Market, increasing funding
for Foot Patrol and Peer Help
Line and also increasing
financial support for
Counselling- Services, Special
Needs. Athletics and Career
Services. In regards to BOD
visibility, he believes that the
current BOD has done a lot
this year to improve this by
instituting office hours and
holding several open forums.
He believes, however, that the
best way to represent stu-
dents is to simply talk to
them and find out what they
want.
When presented with sta-
tistics showing that of those
students surveyed, only 7.4%
thought that "•further incor-
porating Brantford and its
concerns into WLUSU" was
"very important", while
18.4% thought that it was
"not important at all",
Herman said it shocked him
but that it was understand-
able. "Waterloo is a self-con-
tained bubble," he remarked,
"we need to show that
Brantford is connected to
us". However, he believes
that WLUSU has already
taken some very important
steps towards this goal by
working with Laurier
Brantford to develop a stu-
dent centre and to hold their
very first election for
Brantford Campus
Commissioner.
Herman had some sug-
gestions for LSPIRG con-
cerning future surveys. He
thought that it was a very
interesting survey but that it
overlaps somewhat with the
State of Laurier survey,
administered by WLUSU
Market Research, and with
the WLUSU BOD survey. He
feels that LSPIRG and
Market Research should,
coordinate further surveys
in order to best utilize
resources.
The state of
democracy at WLU
RISHI KUMAR
Cord Features
It seems that I can't go one
day without hearing- the
words 'Laurier' and 'democ-
racy" used in the same sen-
tence. maybe because of my
choice of friends. So we here
at Laurier Students for a
Public Interest Research
Group (LSPIRG), being- a
research group, decided to
conduct a survey on the state
of democracy at Laurier. The
mandate of the survey, how-
ever, was more comprehen-
sive than just determining
whether or not Laurier is
democratic.
One section of the survey
was designed to address
those 'hot topics' that come
up every year at election
time. Some questions we
wanted aswers to were: Who
votes? Do students really
care about a bus pass? Is cre-
ating- more volunteer oppor-
tunities important?
Other sections of the sur-
vey were designed to gauge
the overall satisfaction of the
student body with the
Students' Union, both in
terms of representation and
governance, and in terms of
services.
In order to assert with a
great deal of confidence that
the results of our survey
were accurate, we enlisted
the help of a little thing
called "statistics and survey-
ing- methods".
So, as theory dictates, we
set out to find a representa-
tive random sample. To
ensure a representative sam-
ple, a stratified sample was
used whereby a proportional
sample of students was taken
from each faculty. About 550
students, were selected at
random to take the survey;
46.8% was from arts, 17.7%
from Science, 24.8% from the
School of Business and
Economics, 8.9% from music,
2.1% from a combination of
two faculties and a 1.7% sta-
tistical discrepancy.
We hope that these find-
ings will be able to help the
Students' Union and other
organizations at Laurier
improve the democratic and
representative qualities of
our student government.
For more information orfor a
copy of the full survey,
contact Mike or Rishi at
ls4pirg@yahoo. ca.
State of Democracy sur-
vey results (for Waterloo
Campus only)
Demographics
550 students were sur-
veyed (about 10% of the
population)
46.8% from Arts
24.8% from Business
17.7% from Science
6.9% from Music
2.1% from combined
faculties
1.7% unspecified
WLUSU/WLUSP Elections
1/3 of students surveyed
said they were not knowl-
edgeable at all about
WLUSU BOD candidate
platforms.
3.9% said they were "very
knowledgeable."
15% of respondents said
they read all of the plat-
forms in the Cord.
43.2% said they read
some of them.
28.4% said they didn't
read any of them.
80.9% of respondents did-
n't attend the open
forum.
5.9% of those respon-
dents who voted and
attended said they were
influential. 11.8% said
they weren't influential at
an,
63.8% of those who voted
did not attend the open
forums at all.
96.8% of respondents
said the saw posters dur-
ing elections.
3.2% said they didn't see
any.
27.1% of voting respon-
dents said the posters
were "not influential at
all".
4% said they were "very
influential".
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Is this what we call democracy?
Michael
Borrelli
Bitter
Ex-Director
How do you know when a
democracy is flawed? Is it
when nearly three quarters
of your population can't even
be bothered to vote? What
about when the vast majority
of your potential voters have
little or no idea what they
were voting for, or what the
issues were? What about
when an entire segment of"
the population is ignored or
worse yet, not even able to
vote?
More than 10% of
respondents had
never heard of the
WLUSU Board of
directors.
I could read off to you any
number of statistics that this
year's LSPIRG State of
Democracy survey has pro-
duced, but I'd much prefer
my
last piece for The Cord
Weekly to be my interpreta-
tion of the survey's data,
along with my prognosis for
a democracy that, has had a
few problems this year.
Simply put. democracy at
WLU is sick. A democracy is
supposed to be a political sys-
tem where ideally every voter
is equal and through voting,
regular people have the
power to choose their politi-
cal destiny. At WLU, we have
a political system based on
tradition that dresses up as a
democracy once a year to
give itself legitimacy.
The problems with democ-
racy at Laurier have two dis-
tinct facets: Students don't
have the information neces-
sary to become active citizens
at WLU, and elections at
Laurier are poorly adminis-
tered at best.
Getting students interest-
ed in politics is difficult, but
not impossible. Consider the
recent WUSC fee referendum
that easily passed with a
majority of voters in support.
Just two years ago, a similar
question was asked on behalf
of WUSC and the referendum
failed. If it weren't for the
hard work of this year's
WUSC campaign team in edu-
cating- voters and connecting
them to the issues, the ques-
tion might have easily been
defeated again.
The same lesson can be
applied to other aspects of
our democracy. Why is it that
33% of students surveyed
have never voted in a WLUSU
election? The same percent-
age had no knowledge at all
about candidate platforms.
More than 10% of respon-
dents had never even heard
of the WLUSU Board of
Directors, the group of elect-
ed students that is supposed
to represent you and the
thousands of dollars you put
into this school, and almost
40% of students who had
heard of them had no idea
what they did.
Students at WLU have had
three significant elections
this year, ones in which they
were able to select their lead-
ers for their Students' Union,
their campus and their uni-
versity as a whole. Each one
of these elections was riddled
with problems and in the
most recent and appalling of
the elections, the entire
Brantford campus was left
without the ability to vote for
the WLU Senate and Board of
Governors student represen-
tatives. This by itself is an
awful precedent to set after
our student leaders spent the
year claiming how important
Brantford students were to
Laurier but this is not the
first time this year that a stu-
dent election lias left some
students out in the cold.
During the WLUSU elec-
tions this past February, co-
op students were unable to
vote because of an error in
sending out their ballots in
time. These errors are becom-
ing alarmingly common-
place. Just two weeks ago.
The Cord ran an article about
'logistical issues' during the
first election at Brantford
campus for the previously
hired position of Brantford
Camp us Commissioner.
Brantford students alleged
that the election was "just
poorly organized." While
running an election at anoth-
er campus admittedly comes
with its share of difficulties,
these difficulties need to be
addressed before the demo-
cratic structures supported
by voters can. gain any true
legitimacy at WLU.
The position of
Chief Returning
Officer must be
re-evaluated before
next year's
elections.
The end isn't near though.
Sure, things look bad now
but this is how improvement
occurs. Students often prove
to be quite ingenious when
the situation necessitates it.
Now that we know there's a
problem, we've made the first
step towards fixing it.
Firstly, the lack of student
knowledge demonstrates a
distinct necessity for our stu-
dent representatives to better
educate students about who
they are and what they do for
them. Luckily, some inroads
have been made on this issue,
since this is a reality that our
representatives are well
aware of. Students now have
access to Democratic Open
Forums at least twice a year
and over the past year,
WLUSU's governing body has
attempted to increase their
visibility through a new mar-
keting plan.
As to the administration
of elections, a lot of policy
needs to be changed and
there are already some stu-
dent representatives working
on this. As well, the position
of Chief Returning Officer
(the WLUSU volunteer who
oversees all of these elec-
tions) must be re-evaluated
before next year's elections. It
is very apparent that there is
too much work for one per-
son to do properly. As well,
effectively managing elec-
tions at Brantford from the
Waterloo campus has proven
to be an abject failure, so a
similar position must be cre-
ated at Brantford, giving
them more autonomy over
their democracy. Making- the
position a paid one would
help to ensure that perform-
ance and quality levels are
met. WLUSU should look out-
side of the university to help
ensure impartiality and the
ability to commit the proper
amountof time to elections.
The current situation
looks grim, but there is light-
on the horizon. With the
involvement of active stu-
dents. including' a growing-
group of newly empowered
Brantford students. Laurier
can be at the forefront of stu-
dent-run democracies in
Ontario. For our student
leaders, figuring out our
democracy's weaknesses is
the beginning of strengthen-
ing their commitment to this
school and the students they
represent.
With files from LSPIRG's
'State of Democracy' survey.
chart by Craig Radclifte
Students have clearly expressed their opinion that the WLUSU BOD exists first and foremost to
represent students.
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International
Former commies joins NATO
Seven East European nations jump
on the ever-expanding NATO band-
wagon; Russia thoroughly displeased
YUSUF FAQIRI
Staff Writer
American President George
Bush has welcomed seven
former communist eastern
European countries as new
members of the Northern
Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) during a ceremony
in Washington. The Western
strategic alliance will now
grow to 26 countries with
Bulgaria, Estonia, Lithuania,
Latvia, Romania, Slovakia
and Slovenia joining' as "full
and equal partners." It is the
biggest expansion in the his-
tory of NATO, which was cre-
ated in 1949 by former
Canadian Prime
"
Minister
Lester B. Pearson.
Originally it was formed
to defend Western Europe
and North America against
the Soviet Union but many of
these new countries were
part of the former USSR. A
second ceremony will be held
at NATO's headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium on Friday
to ring in these new mem-
bers.
There are 26 NATO
countries with the
addition of Bulgaria,
Latvia, Estonia,
Lithuania,
Romania, Slovakia
and Slovenia
Bush welcomed the prime
ministers of all seven new
members as well as NATO
Secretary-General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer to the White
House. "As witnesses to some
of the great crimes of the last
century, our new members
bring- moral clarity to the
purposes of our alliance," he
said. Bush went on to say-
that "they understand our
cause in Afghanistan and in
Iraq... because tyranny for
them is still a fresh memory."
"And so now, as members of
NATO, they are stepping for-
ward to secure the lives and
freedoms of others," he
added. Earlier on Monday the
US Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, presided over a for-
mal dinner at the State
Department. Powell went on
to say that the new members
would form the vanguard of
NATO's determination to sup-
port the "yearning for free-
dom" of people around the
world.
Romania and Bulgaria
have been two of the most
enthusiastic pending NATO
members, with the majority
of the population in both
countries supporting admit-
tance to the organization. In
the case of Bulgaria there
will be a national holiday on
Friday when the Brussels
ceremony is scheduled to
take place.
The former Yugoslav
states such as Albania,
Croatia and Macedonia are
also seeking to join the NATO
alliance and the American
president will meet the lead-
ers of those states on
Monday. Ever since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union,
NATO has moved its member-
ship eastward first by taking
in Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic, then extend-
ing to Romania and
Bulgaria's Black Sea coast
and finally, with the exten-
sion of the Baltic states,
northwardalmost to Finland.
NATO has also agreed to
include the Baltic States
under its air defence shield
and is enforcing- it by station-
ing four F-16 fighter planes
in Lithuania, NATO itself is
changing', taking- on new
missions in Afghanistan and
possibly in Iraq and is look-
ing- south toward North
Africa amidst growing* con-
cerns about terrorism.
Washington is already eye-
ing- territory in some of the
new NATO member states as
potential locations for mili-
tary bases from which to
project US power into the
Greater Middle East. Russia
has expressed irritation over
their inclusion, fearing'
threats to its security and US
interference in the region,
Overall, the seven new
members of NATO will likely
prove to be beneficial for the
organization's credibility in
the world arena not to men-
tion enormously improve the
amount of security for the
international community.
The nations will increase
NATO's resources and sphere
of international influence.
With all this expansion, the
only question remaining is
how long- can the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization
keep its name intact?
Contributed Photo
NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Sheffer cuts the ribbon.
Contributed Photo .
The seven new NATO members may be called upon to help in the turbulent Kosovo region where vio-
lence is resuming between ethnic Albanians and Serbians for the first time since 1999.
IT TAKES ALL TYPES TO MAKE A WORLD
London couple
loses house; hedge
CHRIS CLEMENS
Entertainment Editor
A family in London, England
may be paying the ultimate
price for home renovation.
After cutting- down a 25 foot
hedge which separated their
front lawn from a neigh-
bour's, homeowners Paul
and JanetDerwent have been
slapped with a hefty lawsuit
in excess of $500,000 US.
Apparently their neighbour
was unimpressed with the
butchering of the borderline
foliage and filed a suit,
claiming extensive damages.
Unsurprisingly, the neigh-
bour also happens to be a
lawyer. In a delightfully
ironic twist, the Derwent
family has claimed that they
will have to sell their house
in order to pay their legal
bills. The real question here
is: are the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars awarded to
the plaintiff neighbour to
cover the costs of a new
hedge, or simply reimburse-
ment for the emotional dam-
age suffered at the thought
of actually interacting with
his community?
All quiet on Iraqi front
US-Coalition shuts down Baghdad
paper raising concerns over extent of
much lauded Iraqi "freedom"
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
In what seems to be a well of
anti-American fodder, the
Iraq Reconstruction efforts
have hit another snag in the
quest to bring freedom and
democracy to the Iraqi peo-
ple. Despite heady claims of
progress, many are becom-
ing' skeptical about the
American-backed efforts
with the recent closure of a
popular Iraqi newspaper.
The AI Hatvza, a weekly
publication based out of
Baghdad, was shut down for
a period of 60 days by the
highest ranking- Civilian
Administrator, Paul Bremer
111. The move brought many
demonstrators onto the
streets to protest the move,
citing a disregard for demo-
cratic principles on the part
of the Americans.
Bremer 111 has countered
that the Iraqi Governing
Coueil has the authority to
repeal the journalistic
licences of such publications
if they "incite violence or civil
disorder and advocates alter-
ations to Iraq's borders by
violent means."
The articles that appeal* in
the newspaper are virulently
anti-American and have
jumped heavily on wild
rumours in the past, includ-
ing' a claim that a bomb blast
that killed 50 people was
actually an American mis-
sile. Bremer HI concluded
that the paper's articles
"form a serious threat of vio-
lence against coalition forces
and Iraqi citizens who coop-
erate with coalition authori-
ties in rebuilding Iraq."
The irony of shutting
down a media outlet has not
gone unnoticed by the Iraqi
people who began chanting
anti-American slogans out-
side the newspaper offices.
"This is what happens when
an Iraqi journalist expresses
his opinion," said Shiite cler-
ic, Sheik Abdel-HadiDarraja,
a regular contributor to the
paper.
With the recent bombing
in Madrid, the tightening of
security in Iraq following
horrific attacks on the Iraqi
holiday, Ashura and the
staunch support of Israel's
heavy-handed dealings with
the Palestinian Sheik Yassin.
many have begun to criticize
America's ability to export
democracy and stability with-
out causing heightened
resistance.
As one editorial appearing
in the New York Times point-
ed out, "Newspapers like AI
Hawza do not create the hos-
tility Americans face in Iraq -
they reflect it. Shutting them
down, however satisfying it-
may feel to the Bush admin-
istration. is not a promising
way to dissolve that hostili-
ty"
This was not an isolated
incident on the part of the
United States. Earlier in the
summer, American troops
boarded up al-Mustala,
another anti-American paper.
Majid el-Samarai. a reporter
for el-Zarnan also pointed out
that they "captured the pub-
iisner and they captured an
editor" at that time as well.
The outrage over these
strategic censorings by the
Americans has raised the bal-
ance between stability and
freedom once again in the
Iraqi context and alienated
even more Iraqis from the
coalition and its" goals.
Darraja dramatically
warned that these acts by
Bremer 111 were dangerously
close to falling in line with
the oppressiveness that char-
acterised Saddam's reign.
While these comments are
perhaps exaggerated, they
do serve as a sobering warn-
ing to Americans who may be
eager to limit
democratic
freedoms to achieve stability.
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Sarah Graves
Who is your daddy and
what does he do?
Andrew
Sachs
"Harry"
We're always asking- ques-
tions in attempts to grasp
some semblance of the truth.
Where does Cheese Whiz
come from? Who borrowed
my silk underwear? Does
that stain on my shirt look
more like Janet Reno or
Keith Richards? But one fun-
damental question we should
be asking these days con-
cerns the In ternational
Monetary Fund (IMF): Who is
your daddy and what does he
do?
The first part of the ques-
tion is simple enough to
answer; one just has to look
at how the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) is set
up. Convention indicates that
the head of the IMF must be a
European while the head of
its sister institution the
World Bank must be an
American. Its headquarters
are located in the country
making the largest financial
contribution to the IMF. the
United States. Sometimes I
wonder where the
International' in IMF conies
from. Perhaps they are refer-
ring to the international cui-
sine in their food courts.
In analyzing the IMF fur-
ther, one finds that the direc-
tors as well as the votes are
delegated to countries accord-
ing to their economic
prowess. This means that the
46 sub-Saharancountries end
up with two representatives
while the eight richest
Organization of Economic
Cooperation and
Development (OECD) member
countries each have their
own. If these numbers aren't
enough to disgust you more
than making Harvey's your
daily food source here's one
more: the industrialized
countries at the IMF eat up
80% of the vote, virtually
amounting to veto power over
any decision.
Under these conditions,
one has to ask who is the IMF
accountable to? It's quite
clear that the people it is set
up to serve, specifically in
developing nations, have no
power over the decisions
affecting them. Conclusion:
the IMF's daddy' is com-
prised of the richest nations
who set it up and dictate its
direction. The inequities in
control can be expressed in
another similar way: accord-
ingly 15 % of the gals at
Laurier 'entertain' 80% of the
guys. It seems
the IMF
learned a lot about vote con-
trol from our own dear
school, and this being a busi-
ness school the similarities
are intriguing. Mow I wonder
what exactly is being taught
in business class.
Sometimes I
wonder where the
'International' in
IMF comes from.
Perhaps they have
International cuisine
in their food courts.
The second part of the
question concerns the role of
the IMF in developing" coun-
tries. Now if I was an eternal
optimist and ignored all the
on the ground conditions in
places the IMF has dealt with
I would say all it does is mon-
itor national economies and
make cash available to coun-
tries needing to make short
term payments. The reality is
that the majority of its work
involves targeting countries
in financial crisis with condi-
tional loans that demand neo-
liberal reforms that serve to
benefit foreign investors
more than the impoverished
citizens.
The way the IMF works is
essentially like a communi-
ty's rich population coming
together to target all those
who are unemployed. The
rich would tell them that they
could make money if only
they would work for them,
trim their food allowances
and visits to the doctor down
to the barest essentials and
especially, find a new more
affordable house. So out goes
the stove because you don't
needone to survive and a tarp
will suffice in place of a roof.
Oh, and while we're at it well
cut you down to
two meals a
day.
Turning developing coun-
tries into exporters while
deregulating and privatizing
everything in sight only
exacerbates social problems.
The World Commission on
the Social Dimension of
Globalization, set up by the
ILG (a UN branch), recently
released a report that "scolds
international institutions
(like IMF) for failing to main-
tain a balance between eco-
nomic issues and social and
environmental concerns."
Conclusion: the IMF makes
the rich richer and the poor
poorer.
Not only is the IMF's
daddy just a consortium of
drunk-with-power OECD rich
kids, but he does little more
than kick sand in the eyes of
his most needy children.
Windows
to
the World
KiMSHMSA, O.JV. COfMGO
An attempted coup has finally been quashed by Congolese
government forces. The Democratic Republic of Congo (for-
merly Zaire) has been rocked by minor upheavals ever since
the exile of former President Mobutu Sese Seko, a ruthless
dictator that exploited then-Zaire's natural resources for per-
sonal gam. The coup was well-orchestrated although under-
strengthed and had access to a great deal of weaponry sup-
posedly from Mobutu's Special Presidential Division (DSP) of
the military. The government has pointed fingers at the
Movement for the Liberation of the Congo (MLC) which has
strongly denied the allegations despite ties to Mobutu.
TMSHKEmr, VZBEMSTAJM
A 24-hour siege in Tashkent ended on Tuesday after Uzbek
special forces stormed an apartment building that housed
suicidebombers expected to be Islamic extremists. After days
of bombings in the capital city, the special forces sought to
snuff out violence but ended up with another 42 casualties,
20 of which were terror suspects. Many believe that the
recent chain of violence is politically motivated against the
Uzbek government for its complicity in the US-led War on
Terror. Many of the dead killed themselves with grenades
during the raid which also saw five policemen die.
ISRAEL-PALESTINE
In his first major media appearance the late Sheik Yassin's
successor, Dr. Abd al-Asis al-Rantissi, spoke to New York
Times reporter, Der Spiegel in an interview. The newly-cho-
sen Hamas leader, whom many think to be much more radi-
cal than Yassin, accused Israeli President Ariel Sharon of
being- "the world's biggest terrorist" responsible for killing
"more than 2,700 Palestinians" in just three and a half years.
The new leader was quick to discount any cooperation with
A 1 Qaeda and made no direct threats to Sharon or any other
high-ranking Israeli official.
Compiled by Bryn Boyce
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo
Contributed Photo
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AIDS IN AFRICA
The Case For Generic Drugs
The fight will take real resolve
The Cord International Takes A Look At The African AIDS Crisis And The Push For Generic Drugs
Kris
Cote
Coast to
Cote
Amid allegations by the
American Pharmaceutical
Industry that generic AIDS
drugs are inferior to patent-
ed US AIDS drugs, the White
House announced last week
that the $15 billion they had
pledged to fight AIDS will
not be spent on generic-
drugs. Canadian commenta-
tors have smugly noted that
the White House is only look-
ing out for the interests of
American big business and
commend our government's
plans to approve the sale and
use of the much cheaper,
generic drugs. Yet before our
nationalistic sense of pride
inflates too much, a few
issues need to be addressed.
The decision to approve of
generic drugs by the
Canadian government came
not from Canadian public
opinion, but rather from a
Prime Minister concerned
with his legacy. Of course,
his push to legalize generic
drugs cannot be criticized,
but why didn't it happen
sooner? Before it was a
national issue, the majority
of Canadians did not know or
care.
At the 2002 G8 Summit in
Kananaskis, Alberta, then-
Prime Minister Jean Chretien
announced that Canada
would give an additional
$500 million to help fight
AIDS in Africa. Canadians
could feel proud that they
were pledging to give so
much
money to the infected
people of Africa, yet they
were not told that the gov-
ernment also spent $500 mil-
lion just to host the two-day
summit. If the government
could easily come up with the
money to host a G8 summit,
couldn't they come up with
more than that to help a
dying people? What was
more important than the
money that was given was
the image that giving money
gave Canada.
While many conclude that
President Bush has done no
good for the world, since he
has taken office American
foreign aid has increased by
50%. Truth be told,
American foreign aid is still
lower now than in any other
developed country. However,
since the Liberal government
gained power in 1993,
Canada's foreign aid has
dropped from .44% of our
GNP to .22%. With our lack
of support for foreign aid,
Canada has neglected the
poor. AIDS-stricken coun-
tries of Africa and is now
seeking a band-aid solution.
AIDS affects the poor
countries of the world more
than anywhere else because
they lack the resources to
raise awareness, among
other reasons. The govern-
ments of developing coun-
tries, cash-strapped as they
are, often turn to foreign aid,
NGOs, and churches to raise
AIDS awareness and teach
prevention. With our lack of
resources, Canada has forced
many governments to turn to
the Catholic Church to run
their birth clinics, who then
create myths about condoms
and AIDS to fulfill their reli-
gious agenda. Had Canada
provided funding for educa-
tion the past ten years
instead of cutting foreign
aid, people in Africa could
have learned about AIDS pre-
vention and they would
therefore not need our gener-
ic drugs today.
From a cost-benefit per-
spective, this would have
been a wise approach. AIDS
patients will need these
drugs for their entire lives,
while education is a short-
term tool that could have
helped people avoid AIDS
entirely. Now. large sums of
money are needed to treat the
30 million AIDS-infected
Africans, while American
pharmaceutical firms try to
exploit the situation. And
while Canada is pledging
money and generic drugs to
the cause, the underlying
issues of the AIDS epidemic
are not being addressed. If
Canadawas really concerned
with treating AIDS in Africa,
we would pledge not only
generic drugs, but also to
work towards poverty reduc-
tion. We shouldn't pat our-
selves on the back too hard
because we might end up
choking on the facts.
Contributed Photo
AIDS clinics all through Africa are suffering from a lack of AIDS drugs, many critics point to the big pharmaceutical as the culprits. They
contend that these corporations set prices out of reach for almost all of Africa's nearly 30 million people infected with HIV/AIDS
The AIDS crisis is about
alot more than a disease
Bryn
Boyce
International
i Editor
It's really hard to talk about
the AIDS crisis in Africa
without inviting' a rolling' of
eyes or a distant and over-
whelmed nod of solidarity.
You know that solemn and
conditioned blank look that
you give (and get) whenever
talking about something
serious or sad.
A Laurier student,
Brandon Currie, recently
wrote that he had always
known what terrorism
looked like but after being in
Spain during' the Madrid
bombing and being engulfed
in the fear that gripped her
he began to understand what
terrorism felt like. By the
same token, I can't feign any
sort of understanding about
what AIDS or the AIDS crisis
feels like only what it looks
like. We should all be so
lucky.
Here's what AIDS looks
like.
There are roughly 28.1
million people with HIV/AIDS
in Africa alone, a number
that while strikingly close to
Canada's total population,
doesn't do the situation jus-
tice. Numbers have never
really been known to make
points they only support
them and most of the time,
like right now, they're too
dizzying to light a fire in
anyone.
It's not the fact that AIDS
spreads so quickly or kills so
methodically that really dis-
turbs me. No that's all quite
believable and even better,
with generic drugs, it's stop-
pable. No, instead it's either
our apathy or ignorance or
both to the surrounding
issues that really takes its
toll on these people.
Everyone knows AIDS is a
horrible thing, but few get
past the immediate individ-
ual implications of the dis-
ease.
Maybe it's that people see
it in more straight-forward.
Darwinian terms. The old
"People die. It's tragic but it
happens" argument pops up
once in a while (usually right
before I'm called a bleeding-
heart liberal) but this shoul-
der*shrug approach is
obscenely short-sighted.
It's not just who leaves us
at the hands of AIDS that
'count' but also who are left
behind. AIDS doesn't simply
kill the single victim, it kills
the family, the society and
and the future.
A tragically eloquent
Kenyan woman seems to
have said it best, "In the past,
people used to care for the
orphans, and loved them, but
these days there are so many,
and many people have died
who could have assisted
them, and therefore orphan-
hood is a common phenome-
non. not strange. The few
that are alive cannot support
them."
According to a UNIGEF
report, there are currently 11
million orphaned African
children alive today and in
seven years that number is
expected to reach 20 million.
Yes, this is Africa's present
but more importantly, it's
their future.
You see these children,
apart from living in desola-
tion, will soon be expected to
be the most productive mem-
bers of their societies.
They're meant to be the
politicians, the farmers, the
carpenters and the doctors.
They, in short, will be respon-
sible for Africa's growth and
prosperity and AIDS is eat-
ing" them and their ancestry
out from the inside.
Cheap, generic AIDS
drugs and solutions of the
like are only scratching at
the surface of Africa's pan-
demic troubles. They need
these, that's for sure, but
only to stem the bleeding not
solve the problem. The prob-
lem has and will continue to
manifest itself in the form of
civil conflicts, poverty and
instability not in numbers
like "28.1 million infected".
Even the cornerstones of
African leadership have to
face these realities. Nigeria
and South Africa, both
thought to be leaders in the
continent, find themselves in
the same boat as Malawi and
Zimbabwe.
AIDS threatens more than
just individual lives, it
threatens the entire conti-
nent's future. If any sort of
progress is expected in this
region we in the developed
world have to stop looking'
down at this as an issue for
go-getter 'cause-heads' and
lefties' and start realizing
that a lasting and meaning-
ful commitment mitigating
the spin-off effects like
orphanhood and war is more
important than some cheap
drugs.
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Take swift action
against genocide
Yusuf
Faqiri
Eyes Wide
I Open
Whenever anyone mentions
the term genocide many-
have shivers go up their
spine. Sometimes when I
look around the world I am
absolutely disgusted by the
heinous crimes of certain
individuals.
Why are there still ongo-
ing- ethnic problems in areas
such as Kosovo or Sudan?
Has the world not learned
from the 1914 massacre of
1.5 million Armenians killed
by Turkish Troops? Or the
genocide of 6 million Jews
murdered by Nazi Germany.
After 1945 the international
community was attempting
to find ways of preventing
mass murders such as this
from happening again but to
little avail.
Since 1945, there has
been more genocide around
the world than in any other
period. One prominent geno-
cide was the execution of
well over 1.5 million
Cambodians murdered under
the Khmer Rouge by order of
Pol Pot. Another instance
was the Rwandan genocide
of 800,000 people which is
quickly coming up on its ten-
year anniversary. The moti-
vations in those killings
were once again ethnic and
unfortunately the United
Nations didn't do anything to
prevent this. Even the police-
like United States didn't
make any efforts to stop this
massacre. Shifting back to
2004, these on-going ethnic
problems continue in an area
such as Sudan.
Since 1945, there
has been more
genocide around
the world than at
any other period in
history.
The majority of the world
does not know about the hor-
rifying- situation in Sudan. It
is estimated that more than
one million Sudanese have
been killed or displaced in
acts of ethnic cleansing'. The
situation in Sudan can be
easily compared to that of
Rwanda. Arab militias, sup-
ported and backed by the
government, have driven out
hundreds of thousands from
their homes in response to a
rebellion launched two years
ago by two armed groups.
They accused the Arab domi-
nated government of ignor-
ing the Black African inhabi-
tants of Darfur. More than
100,000 people have fled
across the border into Chad,
but many are still caught in
cross border raids.
The United Nations coor-
dinator, Mukesh Kapila. said
75 people were killed in an
attack on the village of
Tawila. "All houses as well as
a market and a health centre
were completely looted. Over
100 women were raped, six
in front of their fathers who
were later killed," lie said.
This is awfully ironic
because in 1938 a situation
similar to this occurred in
Nazi Germany where Jewish
shops and markets were loot-
ed and burned in a night that
came to be known as
"Kristallnacht" or "The Night
of the Broken Glass." Mr
Kapila said that village after
village is being razed to the
ground by the militia. To
compound the problem, aid
agencies can only reach
small parts of Darfur and are
also being targeted in
attacks.
Mr Kapila called for more
aid and for urgent interna-
tional intervention to bring
about a ceasefire in the war.
Mr Kapila has made several
heart-felt and urgent pleas
stating that "this is ethnic
cleansing, this is the world's
greatest humanitarian crisis
and 1 don't know why the
world isn't doing more about
it."
Unfortunately the world
has not learned from past
mistakes in handling ethnic
conflicts that threaten to
escalate into genocide. The
19th century German
philosopher, George Hegel,
perhaps said it best:
" Those
who don't learn from history
are doomed to repeat it I '.
Contributed Photo
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WLU sports year in review
Women's Hockey
BERNARD DAWSON
Staff Writer
2003-04 just may have been
the strangest season in the
history of Laurier women's
hockey. It was a year that
began with star goaltender
Cindy Eadie leaving the team
and Head Coach Bill Bowker
being dismissed during the
first month of the season.
The year ended at the CIS
Championships in Montreal.
The squad should have
played for the CIS gold medal
but the CIS disregarded the
tie breaking procedure
agreed upon at the beginning
of the tournament.An appeal
was filed by the Golden
Hawks but the team was
forced to settle for fifth place.
Despite the controversy,
the Lady Hawks were still
able to capture the OUA
Championship with a pair of
exciting upsets over the
University of TorontoVarsity
Blues and Queen's Golden
Gaels.
Also, a solid 12-7-3 regu-
lar season record meant that
the Hawks ranked in the CIS
Top Ten for most of the sea-
son. Fiona Alston and
Laurissa Kenworthy led the
Golden Hawks in scoring
while captain Alison
Goodman provided leader-
ship and experience on the
blue line.
Although the team was
faced with an unusual num-
ber of problems this year, the
Hawks were able to dig deep
and overcome all the distrac-
tions.
www.laurierathletics.com
The Laurier women's hockey team won the OUA championship and finished a controversial fifth in the
CIS championship. The Hawks are young and full of talent; look for them to make a huge splash in '05.
Men's Hockey
COLIN DUFFETT
Staff Writer
After five time defending
Outarid University Athletics
champion UG.TR was elimi-
nated from the QUA play-
offs by Ottawa, it was a fore-
gone conclusion that there
would finally be a new OUA
champ in 2003-2004. Most
people never thought it
would be the York Lions.
York finished first in the
mid-west division again this
season and took that success
into the playoffs easily
defeating Laurier 7-2 and
5-3.
This was a year of
improvements for Laurier in
many areas. This year's
squad appeared to be a much
more well-rounded squad
who weren't seriouly lacking
in any major department.
The GoldenHawks improved
on their point totals from the
2002-2003 season earning
28 points, one better than the
previous year. As well, the
Hawks improved in their
Goals Against Category only
allowing 85 goals. This land-
ed them a tie for ninth in the
16-team league, an improve-
ment over the previous
years.
Not everything* was an
improvement, though.
Although the squad gained
26 points this season, it was
not good enough to garner
first or second place in their
division against the Lions
and the Brock Badgers who
both had better seasons.
This year's squad had a
much more balanced scoring
sheet, which was led by for-
ward Nick Gibson who net-
ted 30 points. The previous
season saw forwards
Richard Colwill, Kevin Corso
and Bryan Kazarian all pot
over 35 points on what
became one of the strongest
lines in the OUA.
This season the same trio
had 29, 7 and 28 points
respectively. To be completely
fair to Corso, he only played
in 16 games this season due
to an injury that kept Mm
out for the first eight games
of the season. With newcom-
ers like Chris DiUbaldo,
Brandon Merit and forward
Matt Grennier all making-
positive contributions to the
score sheet. 2004-2005 looks
promising yet again.
Mall Benassi
Laurier football had one of the best seasons in recent memory,
including a historic victory over Queen's in the OUA semifinals.
Women's
Basketball
DANIEL WILSON
Staff Writer
After starting the regular
season with four impressive
wins, the Women's Basketball
team was brought down to
mediocrity and had to battle
their way to a 12-10 finish.
Winning nine of those games
in Waterloo, the Lady Hawks
showed a clear preference for
familiar surroundings.
Like a breath of fresh air.
the playoffs arrived and
Laurier let experience lead
the way to victory over their
OUA West opponents. With a
combined 0-6 record against
MeMaster, Western and
Brock during the year, these
upsets were extra special for
the Lady Hawks.
With one half remaining
in Ottawa, fatigue would
finally set in for this team. A
tough loss to the Gee-Gees in
the OUA Finals and losses to
Regina and Bishop's in the
CIS Championships would
close out the year for Laurier
on a sour note.
Laurier can look back at
their regular season and take
note of some significant con-
tributions. Laura Taylor led
the team in shooting" 50%
from the field. Meaghan
McGrath led her Hawks in 3-
point percentage (40,15%),
free throw percentage (85%),
scoring (289 points) and
steals (36). Sarah Zagorski
got her team involved with
73 assists. Kerri Jilesen
swotted away 21 blocks. Dee
Channel' and Robin Roszell
were always active on the
boards with 114 and 113
rebounds respectively.
Men's Basketball
SHAWN PARKER
Staff Writer
The men's Golden Hawks
basketball squad, ended their
season with a heartbreaking-
loss to their eross-town rival,
Waterloo Warriors but it was
a season that saw more ups
than downs.
This season saw the
Hawks finish with a .500
regular season record of 11-
11, but was one in which
they fought hard against tier
opponents in the OUA, and
even came up with a big win
over the Brock Badgers in
mid-February.
This season also saw the
emergence of shooting- guard
Wade Currie as a bonafide
scoring- threat, the ever
improving play of sopho-
more point guard Omar
Miles and the dominating
inside play of both Bert
Riviere andRob Innes.
Laurier will say goodbye
to Chris Caruso and Allan
Lovett as they wrap-up their
Hawk careers and, will look
for strong' leadership from
veterans Todd Cooney and
Andrew & y as they
enter their fourth years.
Laurier will surely look to
improve on their fifth place
finish in the OUA West next
season. With a strong
returning* class set to con-
tribute next season, coach
Peter Campbell will have a lot
of talent at his disposal.
Matt Benassi
The men's basketball team compiled an 11-11 record without the presence of OUA all star power
forward Chris Keith. Keith's absence led the team to a mediocre and ultimately disappointing season.
Men's Football
DEREK IWANUK
Sports Editor
If you could give a grade to
the men's football team for
the year 2003. it would be an
'A+
!
for on-the-field play
However, a series of alleg-ed
actions by the team's players
off the field have dramatical-
ly hurt the ■6am, On the field
the team surpassed every
Bxpoctetion making* It to tliB
Yates Cup final where' tliey
M.CMaSt>OX\.
When the season opened
iu Ottawa,, there was much
speculation about .how the
?ks going- to
rebound from, one of their
worst seasons in history.
However, the Hawks did not
disappoint as they disman-
tled Ottawa 30-20 and never
looked back. The Hawks did
not feel the taste of defeat
before losing- to Western on a
field goal in overtime in week
five.
Several personal mile-
stones were reached during*
the course of this historical
season. Derek Medler broke
the Laurie?" single season
- - - ' of
en -ae son ;-:p ?' ■ ■ o < ii *in ned fco
■a
...
a ids a/\ a: . a < ogiioiit
C ■
'
was .■ sa OUA ' aod CIS
C - for • . out-
stand•.a pe:i'oriiianee in his
first full season as bead
coach.
The hisiiligiit of year was
the Hawks' OUA semifinal
game against the Queen's
Golden Gaels. The battle was
hard fought and when push
came to shove, the Hawks
prevailed in what could have
been one of the best playoffs
games ever, A Ryan Pyear to
Joel Wright touchdown
reception in overtime sealed
the deal and moved the
Hawks onto the OUA finals.
However, a series of off-
the-field problems involving
players has overshadowed
the Hawks great on-the-field
play. How the Hawks react to
losing their number one run-
ning- ba,ok, Medler, because of
these off-the~field problems
will be intriguing when the
next season kicks off against
the Toronto Varsity Blues.
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Entertainment
Rockstar ramblings
Canadian Our Lady Peace drummer Jeremy Taggart
comments on music piracy, Maui and women's clothing
MICHELLE PINCHEV
Staff Writer
We got a chance to spend
some time with Our Lady
Peace drummer Jeremy
Taggart last month in
Waterloo. While killing- time
at the mall, a friend insisted
on stopping over at Winner's
to pick up a bathing suit.
What then ensued had to be
seen first-hand to be fully
appreciated. Jeremy went
buck wild, piling* himself
with flashy women's clothing
totaling over $700. Needless
to say, the poor cashier was
horrified and we were highly
amused.
Thankfully. Taggart has-
n't taken to cross-dressing.
The clothes were for an
upcoming "non-musical"
project that Jeremy is keep-
ing on the down-low. There's
been buzz about a possible tel-
evision show but it's clear
that for right now, his heart
lies with the band.
"If you're going to
download a CD, at
least get the artwork
instead of just
making a blank mix
tape with fifty
random songs."
-Jeremy Taggart
Jeremy grew up "all over"
Northern Ontario until final-
ly settling" in Toronto, where
he attended high school.
Playing drums was a natural
and easy choice for Taggart
who was surrounded by
music growing up, His
father, also a drummer,
played rock and jazz in the
80s and 70s Yorkville scene
with artists like Steppenwolf.
Jo ill Mitchell and Neil
Young.
"Everybody sort of played
with everyone at that time, as
they were all great musi-
cians. It was very healthy for
that kind of music. Then I
started playing when I was
fourteen. I knew I was going
to do it at some point but I
was a bit of a late bloomer."
Jeremy went buck
wild, piling himself
with flashy women's
clothing. The poor
cashier was horrified
and we were highly
amused.
Towards the end of high
school when he was 17,
Jeremy was looking through
NOW magazine and foundan
ad for a wanted drummer.
Thus. Our Lady Peace was
born; they got signed almost
immediately and started on
their first CD.
Since their formation in
the early 90s, Our Lady
Peace has come a long way
from the group that used to
play free shows at "Mel
Eastman's Square" on New
Year's Eve. Every true rock
fan has a copy of Clumsy but
the group's sound has grown
and changed a lot. OLP's
upcoming album is "forging
new ground for us.
!i
says
Taggart. "We're entering a
new realm."
"I think it'll be our finest
record by far," he says. "We're
better musicians and better at
writing songs than previous
times. We've become more
careful about certain details
and tilings that, we would
have let go in the past
because we couldn't 'get
there'."
Perhaps their new sound
can be attributed to the fact
that they've been recording
in Hawaii with producer Bob
Bock (Me tallica). Rock's
Plantation Studios is located
in Maui, over a hill above an
ancient native burial ground
that Jeremy says is haunted
as fuck!''
"It's been exorcised so it's
not as bad as it was! I saw a
couple things,., some people
that weren't supposed to be
there."
Aside from the occasional
apparitions. "Maui is beauti-
ful. Great surfing. Great
food. Everything is amazing*
about Maui. There are no
flaws on that island!"
Jeremy was very under-
standing when I confessed to
stealing most of his work off
the internet.
"It definitely affects record
sales though," he explains.
"We play bigger places than
we ever have in Canada, but
the record sales are about
half. So the fan-base is grow-
ing but the record sales are
down. If you fall in love with
something you should want
to have it and pay respect. I
buy records all the time but I
also realize I have more
money than average stu-
dents. If you're going to
download the CD, at least
download some of the art-
work instead of just making
a blank mixed tape with fifty
random songs that have
nothing to do with each
other."
While it may seem like the
guys are living' a dream, they
are one of the hardest work-
ing Canadian bands around,
They also give back gener-
ously to the world, maintain-
ing' a longstanding- relation-
ship with War-Child Canada,
an organization that gives to
the innocent victims of war.
"We just help them do
what they do. They're amaz-
ing and support great
things. They're right down to
the wire, true, clean... every-
thing is accounted for and
makes sense and they truly
care about what they do.
That's what's important;
they're really doing what
they say they're doing."
As for the future, only
time can tell what lies ahead
for OLP. With successful
Summersault tours and Juno
awards under their belts, the
group has a lot to live up to.
A recent influx of new
Canadian bands and a new
sound flooding- the airwaves
are bringing' rock back in a
major way.
Rock will never be what it
was: that's the beauty of his-
tory. Nirvana didn't sound
like a classic rock band but
they had an original sound.
Real hip-hop is not going to
come back either. There'll be
something new with an
inkling' or taste of what it
was. but nothing conies back
the same way twice."
OLP lias landed three
nominations at the Juno's,
which air Sunday, April 4 in
Edmonton. As for upcoming
CDs, Jeremy promises big 1
things.
Contributed Photo
Jeremy Taggart: saucy emo child or seasoned rock professional?
Regardless, Our Lady Peace has been a Canadian success for years.
Ladykillers requiem
ERIC CHOW
Movie Reviewer
The Laclykillers is a remake of
ilie 1955 movie where an
eccentric professor-turned-
criminal mastermind named
Goldthwait Higginson Dorr
111 (Hanks) has plans to rob a
riverboat casino.
Unfortunately bis plans are
put on hold thanks to Mrs,
Munson, the old landlady of
the house that he and his
accomplices are staying- in,
Academic Value
This particular film high-
lighted the... ah, screw it.
Everyone knows that finals
are fast-approaching-. Why
use up any more of your
brain cells thinking* about the
academic value of this partic-
ular film? It would be much
more intelligent to consider
this Jiglit-hearted film as
something- so help keep yon
suffering a nervous
breakdown. After all, every-
one deserves a break.
Who should you see
it with?
Your roommates who par-
ticipated in the KFC Toonie
Tuesday Challenge - if they
can get off the couch.
My Take
Apparently money wasn't
the only thing that Tom
Hanks stole in this quirky
crime film - the other being*
Colonel Sanders' facial hair.
In all honesty, this film had
slightly more positives than
negatives as Hanks' appear-
ance as the 'KFC spokesper-
son' in this film was not too
shabby, as he proves that he
has not lost the comedie side
of his acting* repertoire.
However, if I had heard one
more of his idiotic laughs I
would have probably had to
shove a Tiekle-Me-Elmo in
my ear to calm the searing
rage that was starting to
pent up inside me.
And Marlon Wayans? His
performance and jokes were
what essentially carried the
majority of this film,
although I could sense that
he was merely recycling* his
previous work. Can anyone
say Don't be a Menace to
South Central, while drinking
your juice in the hood?
And what of" the Coen
brothers' directing- abilities?
One is able to see their afflu-
ence and eoirtedie tendencies
in this particular film, At the
same time, the 'tendencies' in
this particular film were
more stale than the salads
that KFC sells. Alone, most
parts of this film would make
it a giant painkiller rather
than a ladykiller, but it is the
culmination of each actor's
strengths that make the
jokes funny at all, despite
how sporadically they occur.
Cheeky Fact
Did
you know that for
Requiem for a Dream, the
director requested that
Marlon Wayans avoid sex
and sugar for a period of no
less than 30 days so that he
would have a better under-
standing* of human craving-'?
The sugar thing seems like
an attainable goal, but sex,,. I
dimno.
Contributed Photo
Everybody knows that priests throw the coolest parties.
Tear-jerk
sob stories
Chris Clemens
Almost-retired
Entertainment
Editor
"School is sucking," I mum-
bled to myself as I rolled out
of bed, "School is a night-
mare," As I fumbled through
filthy laundry amongst the
ocean of paper and garbage
on my floor for something
to wear, I inadvertently
smashed my face on the
hard wood desk in front of
me six or seven times.
"Jesus Christ! How is that
even possible?" I muttered
angrily to myself in a
shameless glimpse of insan-
ity. My life was in shambles.
It was the last week of class-
es and I felt like I'd been
through an atomic catastro-
phe for an agonizing four
months, weeping* and crawl-
ing my way through the
c rigors of a Wilfrid
Lam ier Arts program (with
full course load!).
I seen broke for
weeks and my parents had
taken to beating me heartily
with kitchen utensils every
time I hitchhiked home to
Vancouver to beg for finan-
cial aid. More important
than my poverty and
wrenching* hunger,' I had
seven papers, six journal
entries, five case studies,
four lab quizzes, three
research proposals, two
multiple choice tests and a
presentation on postmod-
ernism all due later in the
week.
As I gingerly poked at
my bruised forehead in the
bathroom mirror, a thought
suddenly struck me. "You
haven't done anything- fun
in weeks!" I sternly accused
my injured reflection. "You
haven't gotten drunk or
"You haven't done
anything fun in
weeks!" I sternly
accused my injured
reflection. "You've
been too busy with
school to drink!"
gone to a show or seen a
movie or listened to music
or done anything - because
you've been so busy with
school!" My alter-ego took
several seconds to ponder
the matter while I watched,
then nonchalantly agreed.
"You're right old man...
we've been busy with the
studies and such, yes?"
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It was true. My social life
lay in ruins, my spare time
for procrastinating' with TV,
movies and music was
buried in the annals of the
past. Entertainment was no
more in my life, and it was
all because of the tyranny of
school! "Damn you,
Laurier!" I cried, as I shook
my fists to the unforgiving-
heavens and sunk to the
floor, a defeated shell of a
WLUer.
Okay, none of that was
true at all. But doesn't it
sound a lot like what a lot of
the stereotypes surrounding
the end of school encom-
pass? People pick up on the
myths and whine about
their gargantuan list of
responsibilities over MSN
every year, but I figure that
everyone at Wilfrid Laurier
is fully capable of enjoying
themselves at least once or
twice a week, regardless of
program or extracurricular
involvement. No university
schedule is so packed that it
cannot possibly accommo-
date a single free night or
period of time for relax-
ation. Why then would the
other stereotypes exist, the
ones about freewheeling col-
lege hippies frolicking on
the campus grass and play-
ing hackeysack and Frisbee
all day long?
If you've ever played the
hit computer game The
Sims, you'll remember that
your little simulated people
will only stay happy and
non-mutinous when you
placate them with entertain-
ment regularly. If you cut
off their TV or nerdy com-
puter games or sex. they get
depressed and eventually
pass out on the living room
floor in a digital recreation
of the weepy school scenario
I outlined earlier. Real live
people unsurprisingly work
under the same basic formu-
la as the Sims: no entertain-
ment makes you cry eventu-
ally.
So why go against the
simulated life experts and
fond nostalgic stereotypes?
Leave room in your schedule
for entertainmentand good
times amidst the work while
at university, or you face the
risk of becoming the exces-
sively lengthy horror story I
tricked you with earlier.
Entertainment: part of a
healthy university lifestyle.
HEAR SAY
Giving Up is the fresh man
release by The Postal Service,
a band signed to Sub Pop
Records. The Postal Service is
a collaboration of two men:
Ben Gibbard. who provides
the vocals and Jimmy
Tamborello, who contributes
the instrumental aspects.
Gibbard is best known for his
work as the front-man for
Death Cab For Cutie and
Tamborello has his roots in
the band Dntel.
The name Postal Service
was spawned as a result of
the method that Gibbard and
Tamborello used when creat-
ing* the album. Gibbard was
based in Seattle and
Tamborello was in L.A, so
they created their own parts
for each track and sent them
to each other via mail, hence
the resulting' name 'The
Postal Service.'
The Postal Service com-
bine meaningful lyrics with
computer generated synth
noises and beats. The ulti-
mate result of this marriage
is a collection 'of songs that
draw from the retro, elec-
tronic and indie music gen-
res. Gibbard writes genuine
lyrics that cover a variety of
topics such as love and
heartache in songs like "Such
Great Heights" and."The
District Sleeps Alone
Tonight," and also addresses
more global concerns in
"Sleeping In" and "Brand. New
Colony.'
What sets this album
apart from others is the uti-
lization of computer generat-
ed synth noises. Tamborello
turns odd dings and pings
reminiscent of a Nintendo
game into a cohesive struc-
ture that perfectly compli-
meat Gibbard's vocals. The
combination of Tamborello
and Gibbard creates a story-
like feeling- to each song,
while still providing- the lis-
tener with something- they
can sing along to.
Giving Up is an album that
sets itself apart from main-
stream music because of its
catchy, yet original, sound.
Upon hearing* the album's
strongest track, "Such Great
Heights," one cannot help but
nod along to the beat. The
disc features songs to sing-
along- to as well as songs that
can be just enjoyed for the
emotionally earnest lyrics.
Due to Gibbard's 'emo'
fame with Death Cab For
Cutie, the initial intention is
to label this album with the
same stamp. However, this
album is good enough that it
will force listeners to consid-
er thePostal Service as some-
thing' that doesn't need to be
classified. Giving Up contains
ten tracks of upbeat and
slower tempo songs that will
leave you with a smile of pure
enjoyment. People into retro,
emo. indie-rock, or electroni-
ca will enjoy the simple, yet
complex, construction *of
Giving Up.
Jordan Fontaine
Thomas Hinds: Fidel's newest enemy
JACKIE NOTOEKS
Cord Entertainment
Over the Christmas holidays
I had the wonderful good for-
tune of visiting' the island of
Roatan just off the coast of
Honduras. Never have I met
such wonderfully nice peo-
ple... and never have I seen
such bargains! Upon arriv-
ing at the island I was imme-
diately approached by a
rather outlandish yet pleas-
ant gentleman who, perhaps
by reason of ray age, proceed-
ed to offer me his wonderful
selection of marijuana,
cocaine and poppers (amy!
nitrate). However, after real-
izing' my lack of interest in
these products, he quickly
pulled out something that
instantly drew my attention:
a sealed, government certi-
fied box of twenty-five
Robusto cigars - The Thomas
Hinds Honduran Selection.
Having travelled to
Honduras via the United
States. I was forced to forego
a purchase of Cuban cigars to
meet the antiquated require-
ments of the CubanEmbargo.
My disappointment in this
was soon replaced by my
Honduran friend, who would
sell me his box of Hinds for
$30 US. Not to disappoint my
fellow members of the Lucky
Cigar Club back in Waterloo,
I took him up on his offer. On
a side note, I also purchased
both a two-litre bottle of rum
and bottle of vodka for $2
each - this guy was full of
deals!
Now I know you're all say-
ing: "But Jackie Notoeks.
what about the quality of
these cigars?" Well my
answer for you echoes in the
headline of this article. The
Thomas Hinds collection will
rival many of the more
expensive Cuban brands and
it is certainly worth your
time for a quality smoke at a
quality price!
Lucky Cigar Club
Ratings:
Strength; Medium Full
Lighting and Burning: 12/15
Taste: 30/35
Appearance: 18/20
Construction: 27/30
Final Grade: 83/100 (A-)
Megan Crawford
Jackie and his fine associate at the Waterloo Lucky Cigar Club.
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U(And 1 don't think 'I'm
gonna stay
Cause we'll be
crazy
all the time
Where low
gravity alters oar minds
'Fly me...up to the moon"
This is it, the ultimate super-mega last contest of the entire
year! Be the first to email me at wiuentertaiamenK' vahoo,ca
in the next week telling- me where these lyrics are from, and
111 give you ALL the leftover stuff I've gotten from, this year!
Think about it... an entire collection of major label cast-off's
and garbage to give to family for Christmas presents! Trust
me, it's a quality prize.
Last week:
Dan Poll tiki was the first to guess last week's incredibly dif-
lyrics, which were taken from OutKast's turbo smash
bit "Hey Ya". That was a damn crazy trick, throwing* out a
popular song amongst the obscurity. Thanks to everyone
who played this year, it was a good run. Hopefully Carly will
continue giving away her free shit to y all next year. '
- Cfiris, recently retired' [Entertainment Editor
' l<
.*
*
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k,
! ■
Keep your Rogers service. Work less this summer.
Don't bother disconnecting your Rogers ' Cable or Rogers Internet service this summer. Instead, just put it on
hold. It will
automatically reconnect in September for free. You won't have to pay the monthly fees, and you'll avoid reconnection
charges. It's our way of saying thank you for being a Rogers
Cable subscriber. And if you're a Rogers Hi-Speed Internet or
Rogers Hi-Speed Internet
Lite subscriber, you'll still have access to your e-mail via WebMail for the summer.
Automatic reconnection. Automatic savings.
When you get back to school you can save
another 25% for the first 4 months of Rogers Cable.
And you'll pay just $24.95 a month for Rogers Hi-Speed
Internet for the first 4 months.*
Call 1 866 842-2651 and start saving. 112
I 11 ROGERS
""
Your World Right Now
•Otter exnires Julv 1 2004 PST/GST, 01 HST and connection/relocationtees are extra Offer only valid lo students who sign up to Summer Disconnect program.
Cable service discount applies to Analog Basic and Specialty Channel packages only.
This offer valid for installation in Rogers cable-wired areas only and cannotbe combined
with
any
other promotion. Regular price for Rogers Hi-Speed Internet
is just 544 95 per month, plus applicable taxes.Offer applies to Rogers Hi-Speed
Internet only Some price restrictions "apply including a 510 surcharge per month
for Rogers Hi-Speed Internet
custorneis who aie non-cable subscribers Rogers VIPrates do notapply lor the duration of therebate period Modem sehup 3 0 mbps
download 384 kbps upload. The system is configured to maximum modem
capabilities within Rogers' own network Actual speeds online can van/ with
Internet traffic, server or other factors Offer is based on Rogers account being in good
standino Subiect to error and chanoe at anv time without
notice. Not available in all areas Certain restrictions mav aoolv "Rooers. Mobius
desion and Rooers Cable are trademarks of Rooers communications Inc Used undei license.
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Summer Sublet InternationalCareers Sew
What?
I_*JCIQJJb"AI %LI '■ $175/month newllv renovated Teaching english. Thousands of
Need jeans shortened, buttons
house. 2 bathrooms, free parking. new jobs every month! A real
replaced, or a patch put on your
Need Storage (Waterloo)
rec laur)dry facilities, fully fur- opportunity for advenlure! Five day
favourite pants? Call and make an Mike Brown
Indoor all sizes $29.95, $39.95,
nished. 5 minute walk from WLU, certificate course is being offered appointment
with Stephanie C Congratulations to the eighteen
$44.95 call Harry, KW Sale Storage
'arBe spacious bedroom. Female this spring, April 28
- May 1. (Evgs
497-5323. Most alterations
year old rookie sensation who
570-0985. 136 Moore Avenue S,
only- 99 Regina St. N. Ask for and Wkd) at Wilfrid Laurier
returned within four days. showed us Cord Sports veterans
up
Waterloo.
Laura. University. Wed., Thurs., and Fri.,
~
in the NCAA pool. Lebron aint got
—
6:oopm-10:00pm. Sat. and Sun.,
Bessie's Dressmakers
nothing on you.
2/3 Rooms for Sublet
5 Rooms Summer Sublet 9:ooam-s:3opm. Call 1-888-246-
Alterations for women and men 22
Excellent sublets available in
Great location. 5 minute walk to 6512 INTLcollegeoflinguistics.com King
Street South, Waterloo Best Friend,
quiet/clean building for 2or 3 bed-
WLU! Free Parking and laundry between Sports
and Home
Ten years or maybe its nine (either
room units rented at $550/month
facilities. Rent negotiable. Large VolunteerPosition Open Monday
to
way
it is long) and it is almost over
inclusive for entire unit or can be
spacious rooms. House is fully fur- Are you female and staying in K-W rnday.y.UU
to o.JU, sai 10 z.uu. (flick tear here). Thanks for all the
rented by the room at $275 Call
nished. Call Renee. Caitlin or this summer? Interested in volun- 519-747-3565. good times at the Turret, mocking
WO CII at 747-7276
Vanessa at 519-884-4827. tcering? KW Sexual Assault mmk. in the back row and Tim Horton's.
Support Centre is hosting a volun- W"NT'%: We're going to need a whole lot of
May and September Rentals
Clean Spacious Rooms teer informationnight April 20th 7- kidney beans to get through the
Rentals available in both Mav and
Four bedrooms house, 10 minute 9pm at 151 Frederick Street. next ten years. XOXOX.
SeDtember in ouiet buildings 19
walk to WLU. May 2004 to Apr Kitchener. We will present a gener-
Car for Sale Best Friend
and ft mnnih HnnQinu iVrvm 2005 lease, with washer and diyer, al overview of the organization and
A car you cant help but fall
in love
1-6 per unit. Rent prices' from
Parking available. Call 416-418- volunteer opportunities. It is a
with! The car of the year The
award
Reggie Miller
$340 $495 inclusive. Call us first
2213 for you to get to KWSASC winnmg
2004 Mazda 3 $1* Retire already!
atWOCH 747-7276
a h°w You can be
195...Check out our graduate Ananthan
5 Bedroom House involved in serving Waterloo
rebate program and get another
4 Bedroom Condo for Rent
Available September. Great loca- Region. Contact us at 571-0121 or
$600 to $1000 off. Call or see Bob cats
May 1/04 to April 30/05. Close to
tion' 10' 15 minute walk to WLU. volunteer@kwsasc.org. @ Waterloo North
"a 115
You should be very afraid.
University. Great condition, includ- Laundry
facilities, parking. 12
Northfield ft the X way 746-1666. AA girls
ins gas fireplace A/C
month lease $1695 per month, will Summer Employment HHBBS ■
fridge/stove/dishwasher full laun-
consider 8 month lease. Call Mike ERBSVILLE KARTWAY Requires Cord staff
drv deck garage Call Bob @ 888-
888-7377. full-time and part-time help for , Katie, I know this year wasn't easy
7103 and refer Condo #25 yard
maintainence. Fit crew and for you but the hard work you put
7 Minute Walk to WLU licensed carsession stand. Starting Female Roommate
Wanted
into it made me appreciate you...
5 Bedroom House
Close to Uptown. 4 big. bright bed- weekends in April 884-5650. Amazing
brand-new apartment Ananthan and Carly, you two did
House for rent larffe vard and
rooms in nice house. May to May.
700ft from WLU. 10 month lease.
so y OU
didn't have to
drivewav walking distance to nni-
$435 inclusive. Laundry, kitchen, 2 Teach English Overseas
Free parking, laundry, large living put up with. Thank you... Jackie
versifies laundrv and central vac
fridges. 2 lounges. 2 decks, 2 Jobsss Guaranteed-Great Pay. room,
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, new gusie. your
hard work is
hardwood floors <ftl7oo Available
baths. Phone 886-4833 today! TESOL Certified on-line or by cor- appliances. Internet
and cabel con-
appreciated... Copy Editors, I love
Mav Ist Call 416 425-3922
respondence. FREE Infopack: 1- neetions. $465/month +
utilities.
you all. Without you, we all look
] ! Summer Sublet 3 Rooms 888-270-2941 or globaltesol.com
Interested? Call Megan at 883- like idiots... Tunde, despite being
StoD living like a student"
Prime location. Up to 3 rooms
5995 or email bellsooo@wlu.ca. stingy, you were great throughout
Beautiful 4 bedroom house avail-
available May Ist to August 31st Special Needs Worker Needed
w
. , the year... Dedicated writers:
able in the nresiiuious Columbia
2004. House is located at the cor- Enthusiastic, responsible, caring Roomates
Wanted Sarah, Fraser, Eric, Bernard, Jeff,
Forest Short drive/bus to WLU
ner All36'l 'l and University. $275 person to help 9 year old with C.P.
Available May Ist. Great location 3 Blair, Michelle, Kris, Brendan,
Features 4 bedrooms + Full
including utilities. Contact Bobby develop skills in augmentative com-
minutes to WLU, parking, free Sven. Thank you a11... WLUSP
Kitchen 9 5 Rathrooms 5 annli
519-883-9756or biTkl32o@wlu.ca munication. vision, and eating. laundry
facilities with very reason- BOD, your support has been fan-
A/C 2pSspois Soo 11l | After school and occasional week
able rent! Call Vanessa or Renee a, lastlc.;. Anfie .a. 1 like British peo-
+ util Call 416-578-2053 or 519-
011 hours available. approx.lo 519-4827. Ma> to May. pie... Hamilton Web. especially
883-9387
'
" ' hours/week. S9/hr. starting Sept. Michelle and Jackie... This has
--- -- Experience with children or any been the most fantastic year of my
Reantifnl Affordable Suhlet
Summer Employment therapy an asset. Please email P"J "112 %S* life. It's all downhill now". Love.WM
Summer sublet. One room avail-
Summer is here and McGinnis resume to net ■■■»•
___
able across from WLU (on Bricker)
Frontrow is looking for lun. For more iniorniafion call Pat, 747-
Clem room fullv furnished
enegetic senders lo work on the 9867.
Dean of Greek Life
with rnnnihlv Hnnino Nirp living
hottest patio in Waterloo! If you r
Wilfrid Laurier Greek Council is |h||^
• would like to join our fabulous looking for a new Dean of Greek .
room and kitchen area, extra stor \
OUKI 11Kt 10 J 01,1
, ,
, I ,|p Plense contact Natasha at
Roommate Needed
age room. Big windows with nice Jf
am aPP-v in
r
..
peiso"
\
au« rra'?
One roomale needed for Sept. to
views. Parking available. Only $200 University
Ave. Plaza. Also hiring olesenmdiolmail.com or 496-554.3
Sej)L lease. $395 inclusive. 10
xi i x rr doorstaff 886-6490
with nominations . ,
1} IUTT
-
T
-
-i
per month or best offer. Call 746-
uuui&uui. oou minute walk to WLU. E-mail
8058 or e-mail
MCAT
-
OAT
.
DAT
-
PCAT
-
SoaP
write on27©hotmail.com or call
mariaigli@hotmail.com
StudentWork Carving 880-2668.
— Many opening across Canada. Correspondence/self study pro-
Four Bedroom House
Flexible schedules available. Work gram: single-subject seminars on
Available Sept Ist. Eveiything new,
in customer sales/service, weekends. Study packages for
walking distance to Universities Scholarships possible.
Conditins MCAT, DAT, OAT, PCAT. Complete
Please call 884-0277 apply-
For a great starting pay sets of notes and practice tests with , . .
applyatworkforstudents.com/can detailed answer keys. For detailed YOU I"6 §01l~l§ pIQCGS.
SEPT Lease New on Market!
informationabout each test, dates. fZ,f% fZ rPV/hni inH
One 5 bedroom and one 4 bedroom
Excel Employment locations, cost, shipping charges, VJU VJH K,y I lUUI lU.
rental availble 15 minute walk
<ormC( i career seekers with refund policy and detailed informa-
from WLU. Impeccably clean and j°ks
across the country. Please tion about study packages please
well kept Convienent location -
send resumes to: mary@excelem- visit www.prepseminars.com or call jfIHK t fHH|
Across street from Beer Store drug
ployment.net fax (519)748-9135 toll free at 1-866-408-1572Ask for HPp . /fIHEg
store, coffee shop, etc. Laundry,
www.excelemployment.net Dave. IKKkt ■
some furniture included, parking / \
ar9o5
b1
728-4r66
ndlord
*
Cldl Caroi
"The Passion of the Christ" Panel Discussion V-|J|
LimitedTime Rentals Specials ■K'' *-Ti
We have a three bedroom unit on
ifim to
Be
'
"¥* -
Euclid for $325 utilities included - IJ
and a 5 bedroom unit on Erb for
• Aspiration: Structural Engineer
$350 utilities included. Call for
showing times at 519-746-1411.
BRIDGEPORT LOFTS
. .
Bridgeport/Regina St, Waterloo - T? M
the region's finest student accomo- tS*
dations. Many Mav 1 leases avail-
able for 4 months. 8 months or one
cZJZ
™ *
W STUDENT FRIENDLY FARES
747-5294: go to our website at ?V You're going places in life, but right now you're
www.pdhco.ea or email bridgeport- m • j. • u r l i j r S
lofts." rouers.com tor further I J
USt §° in S home for a break ' Wlth thousands Of
details. destinations and great everyday low fares, Greyhound
~~~
,
Wednesday March 31,2004 gives you the freedom to go more places more often.
Affordable Summer Sublet I
1-3 rooms available. Newlv rcno-
/.UU rM
vated. clean. lar.»e livinii room and Senate Qnd Board Chambers 1/ !TY"U Fki ETD* (ONE WAY PLUS GST)
kitchen, baleonv. nn-site
/n
. . .
n
... ..
-
. v
i IVUfVI rVI I LnLnCK m
laundry. 1.5
baths' s m.nm- walk (Behind
Paul Martin Centre) I
10 WLi.'. seconds trc-m 2 major bus Pane! Members: GUELPH $ 5
65
PETERBOROUGH $25
50
mute 5.u;,.. Available \i;ly i!'• ￿ Dr. Timothy Heqedus - Assistant Processor of New OTTAWA $5 700 TORONTO $12 50
August ■•! Price: BLSI OM LR!! 1
_
~
4- T , I I
Call BSS-7256 for more miornia
Testament Theology: Waterloo Lutheran Seminary BELLEVILLE $3 050 SUDBURY $57
00
tion. Ask tor Gillian. ￿ Chaplain Graham Morbey - Christian Reform Church
~w C( , ~n
. ~
„
, .
,
-m
Valid Student. ID required. Call us for wore details. §
Chaplain
House for Rent ■
NEW addition to house. 11/2 mm
* Ler> Rudner - Director of Community Relations:
utes io WLU fin Kin» htreet. 2 Units Canadian Jewish Congress Ontario Region
ol 4 includes free washer/dryer. Moderated by Chaplain Jonathan Schmidt - liaT
3
Stove. 1ridge, dishwasher, air-con m j A - S
t!)l'' cai)le/init• mei /phone^cldl' The wilfrid Laurier University Chaplains office, Seminary | For local info contact:
9615 or e-mail javres"/sjhes- and Jewish Students Association present a panel i 15 Charles Street West ,
gpo.com discussion on "The Passion of the Christ" featuring Jjj§7(sl9) 585-2370 GREYHOUND
Summer Sublet
discussion about it as a film, as a representation of the i|f' ; <%
$250 obo. io minute to wlu. call Gospels and in regards to anti-Semitism. I SOf? I..I
Steph 746-2697
'
M
\
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Arts
Your need for creative control
LIFE, LIBERATION
STEPHANIE BUTCHER
I have never said I'd skirt around any issues.
Warning', these words might make some people
need tissues.
Yeah... I'm talking about the s-word... suicide to
you.
Trust me, there would be so many people missing-
you.
This rhyme's for all of you thinking- about self-
destruction.
Hara-Kari, razors, guns, they're just the Devil's
obstructions.
It ain't worth it... gotta think about the repercus-
sions.
Your life has got to go through some serious
reconstruction.
I know from experience what you're going
through.
Tried to kill myself three times before I spritually
grew.
God reached out to me, and Amen, 'cause my
demons He slew.
Call out to Him. trust me. he'll do exactly the same
for you.
Think your life is worthless? Oh n0... no way!
God is with yon every minute of every hour, every
day.
With your thoughts, the wicked Devil
likes to play,
Clouding- your mind, he will try to lead you astray.
You're a child of God and Scripture tells us it's
true.
And although you don't think so, He's got a plan
for you.
You can doubt that if you want, 1 once did too.
Then God's love cleansed me and made me think
anew!:
God formed your hands, your feet and your eyes.
More importantly, He formed your heart... that
you can't deny!
Would He want you to take your life? M0... that's
a lie.
When you're hurt and suffering", with you God
cries.
Your life is so precious to God above.
Let His.Holy Spirit descend and shower you with
love.
God's amazing, and Hell grand you salvation, best
part is, Hell give you life and liberation!
Tropical Pepsi Adventure
JON BOOREN AND JOHN
MEDDICK
Booren's log:
I peered over the top of the
truck as we raced along the
jungle/mountain road, A tree
branch cracked me in the
face. Hard. It broke all the
front teeth on my lower jaw.
"I'm gonna check six!"
Meddiek screamed as he
opened another two-litre bot-
tle of Pepsi blue. Shaken. The
pop sprayed all over the back
of the truck. Blood dripping
from my broken smile I
picked up another rabbit in
the back and threw it out of
the truck. Passing- by another
seemingly bottomless tropical
ravine, I lost sight of the hare
before its impact with the
branches. We caught a ride
out of Cortuba with these
local farming women. By
'caught a ride' I mean we
jumped in the back of the
truck from some trees which
over hung the road. I think
they stole the vehicle.
Meddiek finished his Pepsi
blue. His shirt had Blue-Dye
Number-Eight all over it.
"I'm gonna check six!" lie
yelled as he opened another
two-litre bottle. I used check
six once correctly last week
as a joke. He's been using it
wrong ever since. The road
winds around another moun-
tainside as we first descend
for one hundred feet then
climb four. The woman driv-
ing didn't slow down a bit. I
was surprised that they did-
n't seem fazed when we
jumped in the back. That's
how we'd been traveling
around lately. Jumping onto
moving vehicles. Meddiek
jumped too early for the Pepsi
truck and got hit pretty bad.
They gave him a card for all
the Pepsi he wants. There
must have been sixty thou-
sand rabbits in the back and
I d been bitten once. I was sit-
ting- on rabbits. I
looked in the
rear window of
the truck. The
woman in the
passenger seat
looked back at
ns. She said
something in
Portuguese. I
don't speak
Portuguese.
Meddick's log:
I yelled, "I'm
gonna check six"
for the third time
in succession as
Jon and I lunged
down into the back of the
pickup. Lost in the unknown,
we were greeted by a sea of
vicious rabbits. "I don't think
they want to be friends," Jon
said as he chucked one out
the back of the pickup. Good,
I thought to myself. I wasn't
looking to make friends on
this personal vendetta. I
already had all the friends I
needed: a half-consumed case
of Pepsi blue and a small
handgun that I kept in my
coat pocket for "packing the
heat." Jon doesn't like it when
I used the term "packing the
heat" but I don't care. I do a
lot of things Jon didn't agree
with, like teasing those rab-
bits. My strategy of blending
in with the rabbits had clear-
ly failed as the woman in the
passenger seat finally took
notice and reached for the
shotgun. She started yelling
at us. "I'm sorry I don't speak
Mandarin," I said. Jon tossed
her a half-smile.
Booren's log:
Looking into my bloodied vis-
age, the woman loaded a
shotgun. I yelled, "WE MEAN
NO TROUBLE!" but my miss-
ing teeth and incredibly sore
jaw made it sound like, 'fedor
rocha e rolo'. It seemed to
offend her. She spoke with
the driver, I think they were
talking about potentially
Regardless
JOE BAUMAN
Two Bodies writhing,
entwined
beneath the blanketing waves,
each indulging the other's
Hatred.
locked in this
pleasurably spiteful
dance
they delight in the other's
traumatic
Demise,
sowing the Seed from their scornful act
that will be reaped early at
Harvest.
shooting' us through the back
window. It was at that time I
wish I hadn't made Meddick
promise to leave his gun in
Cortuba. I picked up a rabbit
and held it over the edge of
the truck threatening to drop
it. A branch smoked it out of
my hand. The woman was
unfazed. Those rabbits really
weren't hers. Meddick seemed
to be lying in and under the
rodents. I think the rabbits
had multiplied since we
jumped in. Disgusting. The
woman unloaded her shot-
gun. It seemed they didn't
care we were there after all.
The driver pressed on the
accelerator even more. It was
pitch black-&-red. I had
closed-my-eyes. The truck
made a sharp turn off the
road into a plantation.
Melons. I saw the women eat-
ing some egg salad sand-
wiches. I thought I could
reach around the side, in the
window and grab a chunk. I
recalled I was missing 50% of
my teeth. Not hungry.
I
turned back around. Meddick
was no longer in. the truck.
Meddick's log:
It looks like I've disappeared.
No idea where 1 am. All I
know is that I've got a rabbit
in my pants and
these are the
best egg-salad sandwiches
I've had in a while.
WISHING
STEPHANIE BUTCHER
Take it from me,
Some pain, is so hard to live through.
Can't you see?
All I need is understanding from you.
Sleep is bliss,
Can't let my eyes close forever.
I love your kiss, -
There's some thing's even your kiss
can't make better.
You need to know,
Whether 01* not I truly regret things.
I try to show,
I don't deal with the pain that regret
brings.
I only wish,
I'd learned my lesson years ago.
I really do miss,
The innocence I once used to know.
Untitled
THOMAS THOMPSON
Welcome to the simulacrum; nothing is real
but there is something- here. We live in a
world of signs and symbols so they say but
what about the consciousness? I feel it in
myself and I see it everywhere I go. If this
were all a construct, a hyper reality, and if
reality truly is dead then why do I experi-
ence the sensations that I do?
The air is cold, my nose is a little red and
I
can taste the bitterness of the air on the tip
of my tongue. I can remember beautiful
summer nights under the stars, standing on
the deck pretending to navigate a ship
through the murky darkness of the ocean;
sitting' by the campfire telling stories and
singing* songs. I can still hear the words of
my companions and the notes of the guitar.
Yet they tell me none of it is real.
I can still feel the cold cobblestones of a
Parisian street as I walk down it on a spring
night. I remember hearing the clatter of
hooves as the wild horses ran in the dis-
tance.
The desire for life clings to me; the sticky
sap that coated the bark of the pine tree
beside my sandbox instantly comes from the
recesses of my mind. The innocence of my
childhood before me, a time before my intel-
lect and my mind separated me from my
family; kept me from having friends.
I feel it all. The happiness, the joy, the sor-
row of life; at its best when your spirit has
been elated to the heaves itself and even at its
worst when things are about to fall apart
and hope has been erased from your spirit.
Human will triumphs and you know that
there is beauty everywhere around you. So
you believe.
I can honestly say the nihilists are all
wrong, there is something everywhere. The
moment that your mind unlocks itself; you
will be free, and then as your eyes open to a
new world you will realize that there is a
warmth and connection that transcends all
things.
Everything I feel is tangible and real but
what about the hyper-reality. I am the simu-
lacrum for I am nothing more thanwords on
a page. At the most a thought from an
anonymous person, a string of incoherent
memories, and my defense is artificial. It
does not mean that what I say and represent
is not important for dreams are just as
important as reality.
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